
GCSE English Language 
Paper 2 Revision Booklet 

 

This exam paper is worth half of your 

English language grade. 
  
This paper will be based on two non-fiction 
texts. The non-fiction texts will include 
writing from the 19th century and 20th or 21st 

century text.  
 
The non-fiction may be in the format of a 
letter, an article, a blog, an extract of travel 
writing or from an autobiography.  
The non-fiction you read will display attitudes 
and opinions.  
 
You will answer 4 questions on these two 
extracts based around:  

 Your ability to understand different 
attitudes, beliefs and opinions  

 Your ability to compare different attitudes  

 Your ability to synthesise the important 
ideas and infer meaning  

 Your ability to analyse language  

 Your ability to compare how different 
writer’s affect their readers  
 
You will also write a non-fiction piece in 
which you will explain, argue or persuade an 
audience of your point of view.  
 
In this booklet you will find:  

 Outline of the questions you will be asked 

 Two example exam papers 

 Advice on how to tackle the questions 

 Revision tasks and techniques 

 
Name: ____________________________________________________________ 

English teacher:_____________________________________________________ 

 

  



How to use this booklet 

1. Read the sources and example questions on the theme of ghosts. Have a go at each of 

the questions in timed conditions. Read the top tips to remind you what to include. 

2. Now look at the example answers for each question and compare your own answer. Is 

yours of the same standard? If not, what do you need to do to improve it? 

3. Work through the activities for Q3 on analysing language and Q5 on practising sentence 

types. 

4. Have a go at the practice paper on the theme of rail disasters. Before you start, check 

back over the top tips so that you know what to include for each question. Complete the 

questions in timed conditions so that you are practising properly for the exam. 

5. Condense the key things to remember for each question onto flashcards and learn what 

you need to include. Test yourself and/or ask a family member of friend to test you. 

  



Preparing for the exam 

The exam will last for 1 hour and 45 minutes. 

You need to be organised and well-practised to make the most of the time. 

Part of this is knowing when to move on to a new question. You may not finish an answer, but 

you will get more marks for moving on to a new question than you will for adding to the one you 

are on.   

In the grid below write down the timings that you have agreed with your teacher for each 

question. You need to learn these timings and practise writing answers in the set time. 

Question How many 
marks? 

How long 
should you 
spend? 

How much 
should you 
write? 

What structure 
should you 
use to write 
your answer? 
(e.g. SEED) 

Read both sources and all 
the questions, highlighting 
and annotating 

    

Question 1 
Choose 4 true statements 

 
 
 
 

   

Question 2 
Summarise the similarities 
or differences 

 
 
 
 

   

Question 3 
How does the writer use 
language? 

 
 
 
 

   

Question 4 
Compare how the writers 
convey/present/describe 

 
 
 
 

   

Question 5 
Write to share an opinion 
Argue/persuade/explain 

 
 
 
 

   

 

For this paper you need to be familiar with reading a wide variety of texts. One of the best ways 

to do this is to read a non-fiction article every day. The best newspaper websites to look at 

are: 

The Guardian  The Independent  

 

For an alternative view you could look at The Daily Mail  

 



  



 

 

  



 

  



Advice for Question 2  
Write a summary of the differences (or similarities) in the two articles. You could be asked to focus on 
thoughts, feelings and ideas (abstract) or facts about something described in the texts (concrete). 
 
This question is asking you to:  

 Summarise the main arguments the writer makes (about 3)  

 Provide evidence to support your ideas  

 Compare similarities or differences  

 Synthesise quotes and ideas from across the text  

 Make perceptive inferences  
 
How to structure your response 
 
Sentence summing up the key differences or similarities 
Paragraph 1 
Statement about Source A 
Quotations from Source A 
CONNECTIVE 
Statement about Source B 
Quotations from Source B 
INFERENCE 
Paragraph 2 
Statement about Source A 
Quotations from Source A 
CONNECTIVE 
Statement about Source B 
Quotations from Source B 
INFERENCE 
 
 
Key Tips:  
There may be a general similarity, but also a subtle difference – The two article both suggest that the 
event they went to was chaotic and noisy. However in source one the chaos and the noise is also 
described as polite, where in source two it almost seems threatening in places.  

 
To revise independently for this question:  

 Read opinion articles and highlight the main points the writer makes.  

 Summarise these ideas and put them in your own words.  

 Practice writing a summary of the sources you find.  

 Read non-fiction articles regularly. Good readers practice reading. 

 

 

This response gets almost full marks, getting more perceptive as it goes on. 

Can you identify words and phrases you could use to show you are making links between the 

texts? 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

 

 

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



Top tips for question 3  
How does the writer use language to describe/present/suggest… 
 
The question is asking you to:  

 Explain the effect of the writer’s language choices  

 Explain the impression created by the choice of language  

 Identify language techniques  

 Identify word classes  

 Zoom in on key words and explain their effects and connotations  

Explain how the language creates the effects  
 
Key tips:  

 The question is about the writer’s use of language rather than just being about analysing a single 
word or a phrase. Wherever possible look for links to similar language use in the extract and 
develop your analysis.  

 You need to aim to be very specific and precise. If you find an example of a technique being used, 
you should also closely analyse the words that create the effect as well as the effect of the 
technique or the overall phrase. E.g.  

 
‘like the survivors of a terrible natural disaster’  
Noun ‘Survivors’ – creates the impression that they have been through a terrible, even life threatening 
experience.  
Noun ‘disaster’ – something has gone badly wrong and created much suffering  
Adjective – ‘natural’ disaster – could suggest the destructive power associated with powerful weather 
events.  
Simile – makes a comparison to exaggerate how bad the situation was.  
 
The writer describes the scene at Glastonbury using the simile, ‘like the survivors of a terrible natural 
disaster.’ The nouns ‘survivors’ and ‘disaster’ create the impression of an experience that causes great 
suffering and even life threatening. This is further emphasised by the adjective ‘natural’ in the phrase 
‘natural disaster’ which has connotations of an extreme and powerful event which is very destructive. As 
a result the comparison implied by the simile can be seen to be exaggerating just how bad her 
experience of the festival was.  
 

To revise 



You need to know and be able to confidently identify language techniques and word classes. You can 
revise this by creating a list and then researching others on the internet. You should then try to find 
examples of each of the techniques, before writing your own.  

 Find a piece of opinion writing, choose a paragraph and analyse the language the writer uses to 
create effect.  

 

 

 



Look for where this student makes precise links between the question, the methods and the 

effects. 

Look at how they make links between quotations and then zoom in. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 



 

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



Top tips for Question 4  
Using both sources, compare how the writers present/describe.......  
 
The question is asking you to:  

 Show understanding of the writer’s attitude and purpose  

 Identify the tone and explain the effect  

 Identify the methods (language, structure and tone) that the writer uses to achieve their purpose  

 Explain the impact and effect of the writer’s methods on a reader  
 
Key tips:  

 Question 2 was about the things in the article. Question 3 was about the effect of language on a 
reader. Question 4 is asking you to focus on the writer and how they express their attitudes.  

 You need to start by deciding what attitudes the writer has. You then need to find the methods 
they use to achieve their purpose (e.g. how do they persuade you?; how do they inform you?; 
how do they describe?) You then have to analyse the way that their choices create the effects.  

 
Independent revision 

 All the things you practice for question 1 and 2 will help  

 You need to find articles about the same contentious issue in contrasting newspapers or texts. 
Often, for example, the Guardian will have a different attitude to an issue than that expressed in 
the Mail.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

 



 

 



  

Top tips for Question 5 

 Establish a clearly identifiable point of view from the start, then follow this through with a 
coherent series of points to support your central argument 

 Write less and craft more 

 Link paragraphs using connectives and discourse markers 

 Don’t: 
o Fail to offer a clearly identifiable argument 



o Switch between points of view and muddle the argument 
o Over-use AFOREST techniques without thinking carefully about what effect you want to 

achieve 

 Do: 
o Plan 
o Prioritise ideas 
o Proof-read 
o Stick to a view 

 
Independent revision 

 Read non-fiction newspaper articles widely to expose yourself to lots of different viewpoints that 
you can borrow ideas from 

 Practice different sentence constructions – use the table on the next page 
 

 

Sentence type Example Your own attempt 

More, more, more The more we think about ghosts, the 
more they start to become real to us, 
the more we lose our grip on reality. 

 
 
 
 
 
 

Colons to clarify There is something not quite right about 
this belief: how can something that can 
only be perceived by a select few be 
considered to really exist? 

 
 
 
 
 
 

Distance (closer, 
near, further) 

The closer we get to the truth about 
ghosts, the more bizarre it seems. 

 
 
 
 
 
 

The writer’s aside 
sentence 

Ghosts, as we all know, are nothing 
more than a children’s fantasy. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Adjectives at the 
start of the sentence 

Ephemeral and transitory, ghosts 
have had a grip on the human psyche 
for thousands of years. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 



Not only, but also 
sentence 

Not only does a belief in ghosts mark 
you out as gullible, it also means that 
you waste your life on the past rather 
than living in the present. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Repeat and develop 
idea sentence 

A belief in ghosts is both comforting 
and ludicrous – comforting because it 
suggests that in fact life does continue 
in some form after death, ludicrous 
because there is absolutely no empirical 
evidence to prove it. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 

 



 

 

 



  



   

 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Q2 Refer to Source A and Source B. Write a summary of the differences between the two rail 

crashes.                             [8 

marks] 

Q3 Refer only to Source A. How does Dickens use language to convey his thoughts and 

feelings about the disaster?                         

[12 marks] 

Q4 Refer to Source A and Source B. Compare how the writers present their different 

perspectives on the national rail disasters they describe. 

In your answer, you could: 

 Compare their different perspectives 

 Compare the methods they use to convey their perspectives 

 Support your ideas with references from both texts 

      [16 marks] 

Q5 ‘The government should invest more money in public transport as there are so many 

good reasons to use it.’ 

Write a letter to the editor of your local newspaper, explaining your views on this statement. 

(24 marks for content and organisation 

16 marks for technical accuracy) 

[40 marks] 


