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KS4 examinations - The key points



Subject structures & grading



English Baccalaureate (EBacc)
The EBacc is:

• English language and literature

• maths

• the sciences

• geography or history

• a language - Spanish

“The EBacc is a set of subjects at GCSE that keeps young people’s options open 
for further study and future careers.”   Department for Education

EBacc impact:

The EBacc is made up of the 
subjects which are considered 
essential to many degrees and 
open up lots of doors.

The government’s ambition is to 
see 90% of pupils studying the 
EBacc subject combination at GCSE 
by 2025.



No pathways but our expectations

Students aspiring to move onto sixth form and higher education

• Broad and balanced range of mainly GCSE subjects

• English Baccalaureate award: subjects that include a humanities subject and 
a modern foreign language 

Students who are considering a further education pathway 

• Broad and balanced range of GCSE and vocational equivalent courses

• Must select a humanities subject

• Some selected students will have a reduced timetable complemented with 
study support to ensure they are able to progress well in all their subjects. 

Flexible



No pathways, just choices

• Free choice of subjects

• Your child should consider their ability 

• A steer toward a certain breadth of subjects to keep all 
future pathways open

• Matching subjects to potential capability and future 
aspirations, including the English Baccalaureate for 
higher education

• A curriculum with sufficient challenge

Flexible



Consultation & decisions

Aptitude / Affinity

Attitude / Aspirations

• Must not just be about preferences of friends & family

• Consider the national & local picture in education & 
employment

Flexible



Consultation and decisions - Selecting subjects

Viv Candy-Cornish & Brian Francis (Careers advisers) 
Student & parent/carer meetings 

Tuesday 23rd Jan 15:00-17:00 – on-line TEAMs meetings
(book via email by Monday 22nd Jan)

Student face-to-face meetings during school hours over the next fortnight

(book via email or tutor)

careers@jogschool.org tel. 01225 762637 ext. 274

Mrs Marshall (SENCO)
Mrs Baines (Director of Post 16)
Mrs Clark (Deputy Headteacher)

Flexible



Options: on-line information, advice & 
guidance on our website









Options booklet including SIMS Options on-line 
guidance presented to your child



SIMS Options on-line
Remote options process





Your child can access their options page 
multiple times

LAST PAGE OF THE CRIB SHEET!

To log back either type in the following into 
your URL box or search engine box:

Sims-options.co.uk

Sign in with ‘SIMS’ using the student username 
(school email address) and password you 
created when you registered.



Timelines and deadlines

Flexible

• Students can contact their subject teacher, Mrs Clark or tutor for guidance

• Complete SIMS Options on-line including 4 main choices & 2 reserves

• Invites for SIMS on-line will be sent Thursday 18th January 

• Friday 2nd February – deadline to submit the options [No 1st come – 1st served 
policy up until this date]

• Consultation with each student over the next 2 terms

• Term 5-6 final decision
Extra support:
Student drop-ins on Tuesday 23rd & 30th Jan in D26 
with Mrs Jefferies



Time to consult the teachers




