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What is assessed in the AQA GCSE Spanish exam? 
Understanding and responding to different types of spoken language 
 

How is the AQA GCSE Spanish Reading exam assessed? 
Written exam: 45 minutes (Foundation Tier) + 60 marks (Higher Tier) 

25% of GCSE 
 

Questions (2 sections) 
Section A – questions in English, to be answered in English or non-
verbally 
Section B – questions in Spanish, to be answered in Spanish or non-
verbally 
Section C – translation from Spanish into English (a minimum of 50 
words at Higher Tier) 
 

 
The questions styles can vary each year, but there are certain trends 
which we are going to look at.  
 

Each year the 5 types of question have appeared. These are based on: 
 

1. The identification of past, present, or future tenses 
 
 

2. Multiple choice on literary texts 
 
 

3. Matching heading or categories to extracts of language 
 
 

4. Multiple choice questions 
 

5. Gap fill texts 
 

 



 
 

1. You need to be precise with answers. Avoid giving too much 
additional information. 
 

2. Use the examples as models- do you need to include a verb? Do you 
need to include adjectives? Make sure your answers follow these 
models. 

 

3. Check your answers make sense in English. 
 

4. Do not leave blanks! It is always worth a guess. 
 

5. Manage your time carefully (about 15 mins per section) so you can 
complete all three sections of the paper. 
 

6. In section B look for key words from the questions in the texts to 
help you find your answers. 

 
7. Quote from the texts but be as precise as possible in your answers. 
 
Remember in both the reading and listening papers there are ‘peaks and 
troughs’, this is to say that the difficulty of the questions varies. So, just 
because you find one question difficult this does not mean you will not 
be able to do the next question. Don’t let this put you off! Stay focused! 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 
RANGE OF LANGUAGE:  
1. Know all the question words in Spanish e.g. ¿Cómo? = How? 

 

2. The more vocabulary you know, the better placed you will be. Some 
questions will require very specific knowledge: 

• types of food 

• types of clothing 

• types of free time activities 

• types of job 
 

3. Other questions require you to spot 
grammar e.g. different tenses. Here 
knowledge of the verb endings and of 
time markers is key. 

 

4. Opinions also appear regularly 
throughout all the exams. They will 
not use “me gusta” much. They will 
use a much greater range. Also, you will see positive and negative 
opinions as well as people giving advantages (ventajas) and 
disadvantages (desventajas) i.e. two different opinions.  
 

5. Recognition of synonyms (more than one way of saying the same 
thing) is important. 
 

Examples: 
 

• inteligente, listo = smart, intelligent 
 

• me gusta, me mola, aprecio = I like, I am fond of, I appreciate 
 

• hermoso, bonito, precioso = handsome, pretty, lovely 
 

• conocido, famoso = known, famous 
 



 
We cannot easily predict what will be in the exam each year. However, 
certain question types reappear. The first type of question that has 
appeared each year is one where you need to identify past, present, and 
future references.  
 

 
 

 
 
Key elements of language in this type of question are: 
1. time markers i.e. words like today, yesterday, tomorrow 
 
2. verbs (doing words e.g. sing, write, play) 
 
3. verb endings – these tell you whether the verb is in the present, past 
or future: 
e.g.  

• visito (I visit) 

• visité (I visited) 

• visitaré (I will visit) 

 
 
 
 
 



 
Below is a list of time markers that we need to learn.  
 

cada día    each day 
cada mañana   each morning 
todos los días   every day 
 

hace + time   time + ago 
hace dos días   two days ago 
hace tres años   three years ago 
hace poco   a bit ago 
hace mucho   a long time ago 
 

últimamente   recently 
 

el mes que viene  the coming month, next month 
que viene    coming 
el año que viene  the coming year, next year 
 

el mes próximo  next month 
próximo    next 
el año próximo  next year 
 

la semana pasada  last week 
pasado/a    last 
el año pasado   next year 
 

dentro de + time  in + time 
dentro de tres días  in three days 
dentro de poco  in a bit 
 

antes    before 
después    after 
ahora    now 
 

hoy     today 
ayer     yesterday 
mañana    tomorrow (but can also mean “morning”) 



 
Below is a list of verbs that we need to learn. These all appear in the 

section of questions for past, present, future.  
 

aprender to learn 

asistir to attend 

ayudar to help 

comprar to buy 

concentrarse to concentrate 

contar to tell / to count 

continuar to continue 

cuidar to look after 

dar to give 

decidir to decide 

descansar to relax 

empezar to start 

estar to be (temporary) 

estudiar to study 

hablar to talk 

hacer to do / to make 

ir to go 

jubilarse  to retire 

jugar to play 

leer to read 



limpiar to clean 

llevar to wear / to lead 

llenar to fill 

mantener to keep 

montar to ride 

nacer to be born 

nadar to swim 

pasar to spend (time) 

pensar to think 

perder to lose 

practicar to practice 

recomendar to recommend 

sacar to get 

seguir to continue 

ser to be (permanent) 

tener to have 

trabajar to work 

venir to come 

viajar to travel 

visitar to visit 

vivir to live 

volver to return 

 



 
Before we get to examples of questions from past exams, let us 
practice what we have covered so far. Look at the following sentences 
and work out the following: 
 

a) Is the sentence talking about the past, present or the future? 
 

b) Translate the sentence into English 
 

IMPORTANT: You have a summary of the regular verb endings on the 
next page. 
 
1. Descansé en casa antes de ir a casa de mis abuelos. 
 
 
2. Espero ir a la bolera. 
 
 
3. Ayudo a mi hermana menor con sus deberes. 
 
 
4. Tomaré parte en una campaña de reciclaje. 
 
 
5.  Iba a la piscina todos los días. 
 
 
6. Quiero pasar más tiempo con mi familia. 
 
 
7. Nunca he probado la paella.  



 



 

 
 

Past, present, future checklist  
 Locate the relevant sentences in the text 

 Look at the verbs + check the verb endings. 

 Look for time markers i.e. today, yesterday, etc. 

 Look out for distractors  

e.g. sentences not about the person in the question 

 Never leave a blank answer. It is always worth a guess.  
 

 

 
How are distractors used in Past, Present, Future type questions? 

Let’s imagine that the text is about different types of film. The text could 

mention comedy, romance, thriller etc. but your task will be to work out 

whether the person is talking about a film they saw, normally watch or 

something they will see or are going to see. 
 

In the following text, Hugo talks about film.  

1. First, look at the question + spot the types of film you are asked to 

identify. Highlight the words. 
 

2. Look at the words around the types of film you highlighted for clues 

– time references (today, yesterday, tomorrow, etc.) or verb endings. 
 

Me apasiona la gran pantalla y el tipo de película que más me interesa 

y que veo con regularidad es la ciencia ficción.   

Pienso en llevar a mi hermano menor al cine dentro de dos días ya que 

tiene muchas ganas de ver una película animada que acaba de salir.  

Hace dos semanas vi una comedia, pero no fue muy entretenida. Lo 

mejor de la noche fueron las palomitas.  

 



When does Amina see the following types of film? 
 

• Write P for a film she saw in the past. 

• Write N for a film she watches now. 

• Write F for a film she will see in the future. 
 
Write the correct letter in each box: 
 
1 Science fiction 

 
 

2 Animation 
 

 

3 Comedy 
 

 

 
The skills here involve narrowing things down + then spotting the time 

references.  

 

 



 



 
There is another distractor trick they use. Not only do you need to focus 

on WHEN the activity takes place, but also check WHO is doing the 

action. Make sure you are giving information on the correct person. 
 

Look at this different version of the text we looked at before. 
 

 

Hugo - De joven, trabajaba como dependiente en una tienda de ropa. 

Hace dos años mi tío compró un supermercado y de momento trabajo 

allí de panadero. Sin embargo, en marzo voy a comenzar mi formación 

como ingeniero. 
 

Ana - Actualmente trabajo de periodista, escribiendo artículos para una 

revista, pero el mes que viene voy a empezar como jardinero. La 

jardinería es mi pasión. Tuve mi primer trabajo como policía, pero solo 

durante dos años. 

 

Write the correct letter in each box: 
1 Hugo used to work as …. 

 
 

2 Hugo currently works as …. 
 

 

3 Hugo wants to work as .… 
 

 

 
Write the correct letter in each box: 
1 Ana used to work as …. 

 
 

2 Ana currently works as …. 
 

 

3 Ana wants to work as .… 
 

 

 



 
Let’s now just focus on spotting the tenses.  
 

The two key things to do here are: 

• Identify the time markers 

e.g. ayer, hoy, mañana, etc. (pages 5-6) 
 

• Identify the verb endings 

e.g. hablo = I speak / hablé = I spoke / hablaré = I will speak 
 

Practice the strategies with the following sentences: 
 

Amal is talking about her likes and dislikes.  
 

• Write P for something that relates to Amal in the past. 

• Write N for something that relates to Amal now. 

• Write F for something that relates to Amal in the future. 
 

 

1 El deporte era mi pasión: hacía natación cada día. 
 

 

2 Mi madre y yo leemos con regularidad, pero últimamente leo 
cada vez menos. 

 

3 Mi hermano fue al cine ayer y vio una película de aventura 
que recomienda. Yo iré a verla el fin de semana que viene. 

 

4 Mi hermano ha visitado Grecia. Es un país que me gustaría 
visitar. 

 

5 Jugué en un partido de baloncesto, pero lo pasé mal porque 
perdimos.  

 

6 Después del colegio vuelvo a casa, veo la tele y descanso. 
 

 

7 Nadaba cada día antes de ir al colegio. 
 

 

8 Tengo la intención de hacer yoga. Empezaré la semana que 
viene.  

 

9 Mi hermano estudia árabe. Yo voy a empezar clases de esta 
lengua en enero.  

 



 
el pasado junio 
la semana pasada 
hace cinco años  
hace poco 
ayer 
anteayer 
 
ahora  
actualmente 
hoy  
últimamente 
todos los días 
todavía 
 
este año  
el mes próximo / el mes que viene  
mañana 
pasado mañana 
dentro de tres años  
dentro de cuatro días voy a …. 
Pienso ……  
 
hay 
había 
habrá 
 
me gustaría / quisiera 
quiero viajar … 
tengo la intención de ….. 
 
suelo ….. 
 
es 
era /fue 
será 

 



 
Here is the first example of a past, present, future question taken from a past 
exam. Work through the strategy checklist before writing your answers.  

 
 

1 



 

 

2 



 

 
 

3 



 

 

4 



 

 
The second type of question that has appeared each year is where you 
have multiple choice answers. 
 

 

 
 
You are given three possible answers. Out of these, two have distractors 
or inaccurate information.  
 
Technique is essential with these questions. They are trying to catch you 
out! 
 

 
 

Multiple-choice  
 Locate the relevant sentences in the text 

 Highlight key words 

 Look at the multiple-choice answers + use a  

process of elimination. Get rid of the options which  

you can identify as wrong.  

 Look out for distractors  

 Never leave a blank answer. It is always worth a guess.  
 

  
 

 

 



 
What do we mean by “distractors”? 

The texts in the exam will always give information that is not relevant 

to the question.  

 

In the following text, Hugo mentions things he likes or used to like. 

Highlight these. 

 

Hola. Me llamo Hugo y mi pasión es el deporte. Mi deporte favorito 

era el tenis, pero ahora lo que más me gusta es el baloncesto. 
 

Now answer the following question: 

1. Which is now Hugo’s favourite activity? 
 

In the following text, Hugo talks about fruit. Highlight any fruit he 

mentions. 
 

Me encanta la fruta, sobre todo las fresas, y la como a menudo aparte 

de las naranjas. ¡Qué asco!  

 

Now answer the following question: 

2. What does Hugo not like? 
 

So, in these examples they give you more than one example of things 

the person likes, and you need to narrow it down. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 
Another common distractor is to use what are called “false friends”. 

These are words in Spanish that look like words in English, but they 

mean something very different. 

 

EXAMPLE: 

librería – This does not mean “library”. 
 

éxito – This does not mean “exit” 

 

• librería = book shop 

• éxito = success 

• embarazada = pregnant 

• los servicios = toilets 

• asistir = to attend 

• listo = intelligent, bright 

• la red = the internet / the network 

• la dirección = address 

• emocionante = exciting 

• una falta = a lack, shortage 

• la jubilación = retirement 

• la diversión = entertainment 

• realizar = to carry out, do 

• facilidad = ease, easiness 

• intentar = to try 

• contestar = to answer, reply 

• carpeta = a folder 

• fábrica = factory 

• cola = queue 

• campo = countryside  

 

 



Translate into English: 
 

1) Mañana voy a ir a la librería. 
 
2) Nunca tengo mucho éxito en mis exámenes.  

 

3) ¿Dónde están los servicios? 
 

4) Puedo asistir mañana.  
 

5) Mi sobrina es lista. 
 

6) Mi padre hizo la reserva del hotel en la red.  
 

7) No veo la dirección en el mapa.  
 

8) Hice muchas actividades emocionantes en el campo la semana 
pasada. 

 

9) Veo una falta de respeto en esta persona. 
 

10) La edad de jubilación en España es de los 65 años.  
 

11) La diversión es un elemento esencial del deporte. 
 

12) Quiero realizar mi ambición de ser médico. 
 

13) Siempre contesto en español. 
 

14) Hubo una cola para el museo.  



 
Distracting opinions 

Another way in which the exam questions can try to catch you out is by 

asking you for someone’s opinion on something. However, they will 

give opinions of more than one person. You need to identify the correct 

one. 

EXAMPLE 1: 

In the following text, Amina talks about homework. Highlight any words 

that you think relate to opinions. 
 

Mis padres dicen que los deberes son esenciales y que me ayudan, pero 

no estoy de acuerdo. 

 

Now answer the following question: 

What does Amina think about homework? 
 

EXAMPLE 2: 

In the following text, Ana talks about homework. Highlight any words 

that you think relate to opinions. 
 

En septiembre voy a empezar un curso de japonés porque es una lengua 

que me fascina. No obstante, mi madre no está de acuerdo y dice que 

es una idea muy tonta.   

 

Now answer the following question: 

How does Ana feel about her plans for September? 

 

Explain how in each of these texts they are trying to confuse you. 
 

What do the following mean? 
 

Estoy de acuerdo    = 

No estoy de acuerdo  = 

Mi madre dice que ……..  = 



 
 

Positive verbs Negative verbs 

valoro = I value 
aprecio = I appreciate 
me chifla = I like 
me gusta = I like 
 

me fastidia = annoys me 
me molesta = bothers me 
me aburre = bores me 
me decepciona = disappoints me 
estoy harto/a de … = I am fed up of 
faltan ……  = they lack … 
faltan instalaciones = they lack facilities 

Connectives that imply 1 opinion Connectives that imply 2 opinions 

también = also 
además = furthermore 
y = and 
 
 

por un lado ….. por otro lado …. = on the 
one hand …. on the other hand …. 
por una parte …. por otra parte …. = on the 
one hand …. on the other hand …. 
en cambio = however 
aunque =  although 
mientras que = whereas 
aparte de = apart from 
sin embargo = however 
no obstante = nevertheless 

Positive adjectives etc  Negative adjectives etc 

estupendo = great 
genial = brilliant 
fenomenal = fantastic 
alegre = happy 
emocionante = exciting 
tranquilo = quiet 
rápido = fast 
limpio = clean 
 
lo mejor = the best thing 
 
mucho = a lot, much 
mucha paciencia = a lot of 
patience, much patience 
con = with 

horrendo = awful 
desagradable = unpleasant 
ruidoso = noisy 
lento = slow 
sucio = dirty 
 
lo peor = the worst thing 
 
poca paciencia = little patience, not much 
patience  
 
sin = without 



 

When working through these exercises think carefully about synonyms, word families and distractors.  
[From the 2019 exam] 

 
 
 



 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 
 

 



 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 

 
 
 



 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 

 
 

 
 



 

 
 
 
 



 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 
In the third type of question that has appeared each year you also have 
multiple choice answers. However, the text is taken from “literary texts” 
i.e. extracts taken from novels or plays. 
 

 

 
 

You are given three possible answers. Out of these, two have distractors 
or inaccurate information.  
 

Again, you are given three possible answers. Out of these, two have 
distractors or inaccurate information.  
These texts can be difficult. You must use the strategies and failing all 
else, make an educated guess. Never leave an answer blank! 
 

 
 

Multiple-choice strategy 
 Predict + anticipate what the text is about. 

 Scan the text, locate the relevant sentences and  

highlight key words. 

 Look at the multiple-choice answers and see if words  

you’ve highlighted help. 

 Get rid of the options that you can identify as wrong.  

 Look out for distractors. They may try to catch you out. 

 Read through your answers. Make sure they are all logical and fit 

together. 

 Never leave a blank answer. It is always worth a guess.  



 
Below is a list of verbs that you need to learn. They all appear in the following questions. 

 

aprender to learn 

ayudar to help 

beber to drink 

casarse to get married 

comer to eat 

conocer to meet / to know 

correr to run 

dar to give 

dar una vuelta to go for a walk 

decir to say 

encontrar to find 

entrar to enter 

escribir to write 

estudiar to study 

hablar to talk 

hacer  to do / to make 

ir to go out 

leer to read 

limpiar to clean 

llegar to arrive 

pasar to spend (time) 

pasear to stroll, walk 



peinar to comb 

poner to put 

querer to want / to love 

respetar to respect 

salir to go out 

tener to have 

trabajar to work 

ver to see, watch 

vestirse to dress 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 
 
 

The questions for the literary texts are often multiple choice, which 
implies the use of distractors. However, this is not always the case and 
on two occasions, there have been questions and answers in English on 
the texts.  
Firstly, we will look at the multiple choice followed by the question and 
answer in English.  
 
 
 
 
 



 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 

1 

 

In Spanish, these two numbers 

are similar – TAKE CARE! 

The word “calm” is mentioned 

twice. Is this a clue? 
 

 



 
 

Specimen paper 2 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

2 
 

If “madre” is the 

mother, who is 

the “vecina”? 



 

 

3 



 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 

 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

4 
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Extra practice 

Historia de una maestra by Josefina R. Aldecoa 
(Theme: School)  
 
Read the text. A new teacher arrives at a school. 

La escuela está en el campo. La maestra llega en el invierno.  

La escuela es pequeña, solamente hay una clase con treinta niños. 

Cuando la maestra entra en el aula, ve que en la primera fila están 

las niñas, sentadas en el suelo y al fondo, de pie, los niños. No hay 

nada más.  

La maestra dice, estoy muy contenta de estar aquí pero la escuela 

está vieja y muy sucia. No podemos estudiar en un lugar tan feo. 

Mañana vamos a limpiar la clase y el patio, para hacer ejercicios 

allí. También vamos a poner sillas y mesas para todos. Para 

aprender a leer y escribir bien necesitamos tener lápices, libros y 

cuadernos nuevos. 

 
Put a cross [X] in the correct box.  
 

[Example]: The school is ... 

A  in the countryside. X 

B  in the city.   

C  by the coast.   

D  in the mountains.   

(a) 
The teacher arrives at the school during 
the ...  

A  winter   

B  summer   

C  spring   

D  autumn   

(b) 
There are ... children in the class. 

A  16   

B  30   

C  14   

D  20   
 

(c) 
In the classroom: 

A  the boys sit at the back.   

B  everyone is standing up.   

C  two students share a table.   

D  there are no chairs.   

(d) 
The teachers don’t like: 

A  the other teachers.   

B  the behaviour of the students.   

C  the state of the school.   

D  the head teacher.   

 
(d) 
The teacher thinks that to learn, the children need to ... : 

A  do more writing exercises.   

B  have more school materials.   

C  read more difficult books.   

D  spend more time exercising on the patio.   

 
(Total for Question = 5 marks) 
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Extra practice 

La familia de Pascual Duarte by Camilo José Cela 
(Theme: Local area, holiday and travel)  
 
Read the text. Pascual talks about his village. 

Soy de un pueblo de Badajoz; un pueblo donde todas las casas 

son blancas y donde hace  mucho sol. En la plaza está la iglesia. 

Detrás de la plaza, a la derecha está Correos.  

En el pueblo, como es normal, hay casas pequeñas y casas 

grandes. La casa de don Jesús es una casa que tiene dos pisos, 

con un jardín lleno de flores.  

Mi casa está fuera del pueblo. Es estrecha, vieja y de un solo piso. 

Lo primero que se ve al entrar es la cocina, al fondo están el 

comedor y la sala, también hay dos dormitorios uno para mis 

padres y el otro para mi hermano y yo. El baño está afuera, en 

el patio. 

 
Put a cross [X] in the correct box.  
 

[Example]: Pascual is from ... 

A  Huelva   

B  Sevilla   

C  Cáceres   

D  Badajoz  X 

(a) 
The weather in his village tends to be ... 

A  cold   

B  sunny   

C  windy   

D  rainy   

(b) 
The Post Office is: 

A  on the square.   

B  next to the church.   

C  on the right.   

D  opposite the tower.   
 

(c) 
Don Jesús’ house is: 

A  is out of town.   

B  has two bedrooms.   

C  is small.   

D  has a garden.   

(d) 
Pascual’s house is: 

A  old   

B  tall   

C  big   

D  ugly   

 
(d) 
The first thing you see in Pascual’s house is: 

A  living room.   

B  dining room.   

C  kitchen.   

D  bedroom.   

 
(Total for Question = 5 marks) 
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Extra practice 

Las tres bodas de Manolita by Almudena Grandes  
(Theme: Identity and culture)  
 
 Read the text. A girl describes herself and her family. 

Me llamo Manolita y tengo la forma redonda de cara y los ojos 

oscuros y pequeños. También tengo las piernas cortas y las manos 

de muñeca pero lo que no me gusta nada es mi pelo, que es 

rizado, rubio e imposible de peinar.  

También yo soy la más baja de toda mi familia incluso mi 

hermana Isabel que solamente tiene nueve años, cuatro menos 

que yo, y tiene mi misma altura.  

Mi hermano mayor se llama Toñito. Él es como mi padre, es 

guapo y muy simpático. Él ya no estudia y trabaja en una 

carnicería muy cerca de mi casa, le encantan los deportes, tiene 

muchos amigos y es muy popular. 
 
Put a cross [X] in the correct box.  
 

[Example]: This girl is called ... 

A  Isabel   

B Toñito   

C Carmen   

D Manolita  X 

(a) 
Manolita’s eyes are: 

A  big  

B round  

C green  

D small  

(b) 
Manolita hates her: 

A  legs  

B face  

C hair  

D hands  
 

(c) 
Her sister Isabel is: 

A  shorter than Manolita  

B four years old.  

C older than Manolita.  

D the same height as Manolita  

(d) 
Her brother Toñito: 

A  is very clever  

B looks like her father  

C has black hair  

D is a student  

 
(d) 
He works: 

A  selling fish  

B in a sports centre  

C near his house  

D with his friends  

 
(Total for Question = 5 marks) 
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Literary texts - Question and answer in English.  
 

 

 

1 



 
 
 

 
 
 

2 



 

 

 
 
In the fourth type of question that has appeared each year, you have to 
match things up. One of the main skills they are testing is your 
knowledge of a range of vocabulary. By range, they mean knowing 
synonyms or words relating to certain areas e.g. different types of food, 
sports, ways of saying you like something, etc. 
 

 
 

Multiple-choice strategy 
 Look at the categories you have been given and 

identify the key words 

 If you are not sure of what all the categories are 

start with the ones you are sure about and come to 

these after 

 Use deduction and inference i.e. reach a conclusion based on the 

evidence you have 

When using deduction and inference you are coming to a conclusion 
based on the information. For example, you hear the following 
announcement: 
 

Todos los pasajeros deben presentarse en la sala de abordaje 45 
minutos antes de la salida programada del vuelo. 

 
Where would you say you are? 
a) Train station 
b) Airport 
c) Gift shop 



 

So, one of the key strategies is knowing a range of vocabulary: 
 
1. synonyms (different words meaning the same thing) 
 
2. word families i.e. groups of words relating to the same topic e.g. 
different foods, jobs, clothes, etc. 
 
 

 

 
Recognising synonyms (two words which mean the same thing) or 
word families e.g. apple, banana, orange = fruits is key to this type of 
question. 
 

1 dar una vuelta  
2 a menudo  

3 divertido  
4 el ordenador  
5 barato  
6 listo  

7 tonto  
8 odio  
9 colegio  
10 lo malo de  

 

 

 

• pasear 

• no aguanto 

• la desventaja 

• estúpido 

• económico 

• con frecuencia 

• inteligente 

• entretenido 

• el portátil 

• escuela 
 
 

 

 



 
 

 

1 baloncesto, equipo, jugar  
2 comer, beber, verduras,   

3 nadar, agua, piscina  
4 entrada, comedia, ver  
5 biblioteca, profesor, aula  
6 pintar, dibujar, exposición  

7 saltar, correr, nadar  
8 me levanto, duermo, ceno  
9 primo, esposo, tíos  

10 portátil, la red, archivo  
 

 

• teatro 

• natación 

• rutina diaria 

• informática 

• dieta 

• familia 

• ejercicio físico 

• instituto 

• deporte 

• arte  
 

 
 



 
A list of verbs that will help you to answer the next set of questions. 

 

aprender to learn 

cortar to cut 

crear to create 

deber to "must" 

dibujar to draw 

empezar to start 

jugar to play 

lavar to wash 

llevar to take / to wear 

mejorar to improve 

olvidar to forget 

preparar to prepare 

trabajar to work 

ver to see / to watch 
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