Wider Reading Ideas for Year 9
This list contains a range of suggestions, which hope I will inspire and engage you. I want to encourage you
to experiment with what you read and hope you find the right book for you but any list will have omissions
as there is never enough space for all the ‘good books’ to read. Most of these books are available in the
library. You could also ask for the Year 8 list for more inspiration.

ADVENTURE
Gina Blaxill: Saving Silence
It's not easy being the new kid at school. It's even harder when people want you dead.
Former head girl and all round school-star Imogen had pretty much given up trying to
befriend him. But Sam isn't the only one whose life is in danger.
Keren David: When I was Joe series
When Ty witnesses a stabbing, his own life is in danger from the criminals he's named,
and he and his mum have to go into police protection. Ty has a new name, and life as Joe is
good, especially when he gets talent spotted as a potential athletics star and a lot of
female attention.
Charlie Higson: Silver Fin Young James Bond Series
How does an ordinary boy become the world's most famous secret agent? Discover
how the legend began in Silverfin, with James Bond, a 13-year-old growing up in Britain
in the 1930's.
Steven Cole: Shoot to Kill
The young James Bond series continues starting with Shoot to Kill by Steven Cole.
Anthony Horowitz: Stormbreaker (Alex Rider series)
Alex is forcibly recruited into MI6 and trains with the SAS. Armed with secret gadgets,
he is sent to investigate Herod Sayle, a man who is offering state-of-the-art computers
to every school in the country. But the teenage spy soon finds himself in mortal danger.
Nick Lake: Nowhere on Earth
“A face paced adventure story with a twist, as teenage Emily and her young brother Aidan stow
away on a small plane that crashes in the Alaskan wilderness. “Men in Black” are after Aidan.
“exhilarating book. You don't know what is going to happen next.”
Carnegie Medal 2020 shortlisted book. Recommended by Yr, 10 students
Simon Mayo: Itch
Itch - an accidental, accident-prone hero. Science is his weapon. Elements are his
gadgets. He decides to collect all the elements in the periodic table, finding a new
one brings danger
Robert Muchmore : Robin Hood : Hacking, Heists & Flaming Arrows Action
packed, plot twists and fast moving. A modern day retelling. Robin is small and fast
with a deadly bow. .Less violent etc. than:
Robert Muchamore: The Recruit Cherub series
Action packed thriller series. James hits rock bottom before he's offered a new start in an
intriguing organisation ...
Chris Vick : Girl. Boy.Sea
Storm, shipwreck, survival. A book that explores what will you do to survive and how.
Chris Vick's novel delves deep into the might of the unpredictable ocean, the strength
of an unlikely friendship between a British boy and a Berber girl and their will to
survive against all the odds. A British boy narrowly survives the sinking of his yacht in a huge
storm off the coast of Morocco. After days alone at sea in a tiny rowing boat Bill finds a girl
clinging for her life to a barrel. Storytelling based on the Arabian Nights, friendship and trust,
dilemmas and hope. “one of the best books I have read in a while”

Mark Walden: H.I.V.E series (Higher Institute of Villainous Education)
HIVE is a top-secret school of applied villainy where children with a precocious gift for
wrongdoing are sent to develop their talents into criminal mastermind.

REAL LIFE
Emily Barr: The One Memory of Flora Banks
I look at my hands. One of them says FLORA BE BRAVE.Flora has anterograde
amnesia. She can't remember anything day-to-day: the joke her friend made, the
instructions her parents gave her, how old she is.Then she kisses someone she
shouldn't, and the next day she remembers it. It's the first time she's remembered
anything since she was ten
Sarah Crossan: One
Grace and Tippi are twins - conjoined twins. And their lives are about to change. No
longer able to afford homeschooling, they must venture into the world - a world of
stares. A heart-wrenching decision lies ahead. Older read in free verse. Popular and
recommended.
Zana Fraillon: The Bone Sparrow
Born in a refugee camp, all Subhi knows of the world is that he's at least 19 fence
diamonds high, the nice Jackets never stay long, and at night he dreams that the
sea finds its way to his tent, bringing with it unusual treasures. And one day it brings
him Jimmie. Award winner. Set in Papua New Guinea where Australia’s refuges
Beth Garrod: Super Awkward
Fifteen year old Bella Fisher is an absolute winner...at failing at life. She's the owner of a mouth that
won't listen to her brain, the most groin-sniffing-y dog ever created, and the ability to majorly
embarrass herself in front of every single specimen of boy-dom.
Chris Haddon: The Curious Incident of the Dog in the Night-time
A murder mystery novel like no other. The detective, and narrator, is Christopher
Boone. Christopher is fifteen and has Asperger's Syndrome. He knows a very great
deal about maths and very little about human beings.
Penny Joelson: I Have No Secrets
Jemma knows who did the murder. She knows because he told her. And she can't
tell anyone. Fourteen-year-old Jemma has severe cerebral palsy and is unable to
communicate or move.
Ally Kennan: Beast
in the depths of a reservoir lives a monstrous creature, unknown to anyone except the teenage
boy who feeds it. Six years ago it was a baby. Now it's grown, and its rusting cage can't hold it
much longer...the Beast is Stephen's biggest secret.
Sophie Kinsella: Finding Audrey
A laugh-out-loud romance. Meet Audrey: an ordinary teenage girl with not so ordinary
problems. Aside from her completely crazy and chaotic family, she suffers from an anxiety
disorder which makes talking to her brother's hot new best friend a bit of a challenge.

Alice Kuipers: Life on the Refrigerator Door
A story told in notes between Claire and her mother when they face a difficult
year.
Jenny McLachlan: Stargazing For Beginners
Science geek Meg is left to look after her little sister for ten days after her freespirited mum leaves suddenly to follow up yet another of her Big Important
Causes. But while Meg may understand how the universe was formed, baby
Elsa is a complete mystery to her.
.Paula Rawsthorne: The Truth about Celia Frost
Celia’s life is ruled by a rare disorder that means she could bleed to death from
the slightest cut. No friends. No fun. Suddenly she is on the run.
Jason Reynolds: Long Way Down
After Will's brother is shot in a gang crime, he has to decide. Do you kill the person
who’s shot your brother? Only when the lift door opens, Buck walks in, Will's friend
who died years ago. Written in free verse. shorter read
Marcus Sedgwick: She is Not Invisible
Page-turning thriller about 16-year-old Laureth Peak's mission to find her
missing father. A mission made all the more difficult by one fact: Laureth Peak
is blind. Explores obsession, trust and coincidence

Ainsworth, Eve: Crush
Love hurts ... but should it hurt this much? Reeling from her mum's sudden
departure, Anna finds the comfort she needs in relationship with Will. He's
handsome and loving. He's also moody and unpredictable, pushing her away
from her friends and her music. He wants her to be his and his alone.
Becky Albertalli: Love, Simon (and the sequel Leah on the Offbeat)
Sixteen-year-old and not-so-openly gay Simon Spier prefers to save his drama for the school
musical. But when an email falls into the wrong hands, his secret is at risk.
Dean Atta: Black Flamingo
Winner of the Carengie Shadowers Award 2020
A boy comes to terms with his identity as a mixed-race gay teen - then at
university he finds his wings .. A bold story about the power of embracing
your uniqueness. Dean Atta wanted to write a happy story with a serious
message. Written in free verse
'I masquerade in makeup and feathers and I am applauded.’

Kevin Brooks: Martyn Pig
With his father dead, Martyn has a choice. Tell the police what happened
- and be suspected of murder. Or get rid of the body. Simple, right? Not quite.

Holly Bourne: Am I Normal Yet? Spinster Series
Evie, Amber and Lottie: three girls facing tough issues with the combined powers
of friendship, feminism and cheesy snacks. Both hilarious and heart-rending, this
is Evie's no-holds-barred story of struggling to live a "normal" teen life whilst
suffering from OCD

Anne Cassidy: Looking for JJ and sequel
Looking for JJ explores the circumstances and motives behind the murder of a child by her friend. Six years later, JJ has now been released, and has a new identity
.
Sarah Crossan: Moonrise
They think I hurt someone. But I didn't. You hear? Joe hasn't seen his brother for ten
years, and it's for the most brutal of reasons. Ed is on death row.

Sarah Crossan: We Come Apart
Jess would never have looked twice at Nicu if her friends hadn't left her in the lurch.
Nicu is all big eyes and ill-fitting clothes and working on his English. Appearances
matter to Jess. Nicu thinks she is beautiful
.
Sarah Crossan: Toffee
I am not who I say I am. Marla isn't who she thinks she is. I am a girl trying to
forget. Marla is a woman trying to remember. Allison has run away. She hides in
the shed of an elderly woman, who mistakes her for a friend from her past.
Jenny Downham: Unbecoming
Three women - three secrets - Katie, seventeen, in love with someone whose
identity she can't reveal. Her mother Caroline, about to find the past catching up
with her and her grandmother Mary Funny, sad, honest and wise.
Phil Earle: Heroic
Jammy and Sonny McGann are brothers. One is calm when the other is angry. When
Jammy returns from Afghanistan a very different man to the one who left, it's Sonny
who is left to hold things together.
Phil Earle: Being Billy
Faces flashed before my eyes. And for every face there was a time that they had let
me down. Each punch that landed was revenge, my chance to tell them I hadn’t
forgotten. Eight years in a care home makes Billy Finn a professional lifer.
Maria Farrer: Broken Strings
Love, mystery, secrets and burning ambition. Jess's dream is to be a violinist, but when stage
fright causes her to fail an audition for a place at music school, she cannot afford to
keep playing
Anne Fine: Blood Family
Edward is four years old when he is locked away with his mother by her abusive partner. Rescue
comes, but damage has been done. Sent to live with a kindly foster family Edward struggles to
adapt to normal life.

Gayle Forman: If I Stay
For Mia, surrounded by a wonderful family, friends and a gorgeous boyfriend
decision might seem tough, but they're all about a future full of music and love. But
life can change in an instant.
Clare Furniss: The Year of the Rat
Pearl's baby sister is The Rat. She's the reason Pearl's mum died, the reason
everything changed forever, and Pearl can't forgive her for that.

Alan Gibbons: Hate
Eve's older sister, Rosie, was bright and alive and always loved being the centre of attention.
Then one day, she is brutally murdered. Six months later, Eve meets Antony and discovers that
he was there the night Rosie died.
John Green: The Fault in Our Stars
Despite the tumour-shrinking medical miracle that has bought her a few years,
Hazel has never been anything but terminal. But then Augustus appears at Cancer
Kid Support Group, Hazel's story is about to be completely rewritten.
John Green: Turtles All the Way Down
Aza is trying. She is trying to be a good daughter, a good friend, a good student,
and maybe even a good detective, while also living within the ever-tightening
spiral of her own thoughts.
Will Hill : After the Fire
Father John controls everything inside The Fence. And Father John likes rules.
Especially about never talking to Outsiders. Moonbeam is starting to doubt,
though. She's starting to see the lies behind Father John's words. Highly
recommended by Mrs Bruton.
S.E. Hinton: The Outsiders
Teenagers in a small Oklahoma town have split into two gangs, divided by
money, tastes and attitude. The Socs' idea of having a good time is beating up
Greasers like Ponyboy Curtis. Ponyboy knows what to expect and knows he can
count on his brothers and friends - until the night someone takes things too far,
and life is changed forever. A challenge read. Written when the author was 17.
Bonnie-Sue Hitchcock: The Smell of Other People’s Houses
Ruth wants to be remembered by her grieving mother. Dora wishes she was
invisible to her abusive father. Alyce is staying at home to please her parents. Hank
is running away for the sake of his brothers. Four very different lives are about to
become entangled.
Sophie MacKenzie: Falling Fast
This is life, not a rehearsal...When River auditions for a part in an inter-school
performance of Romeo and Juliet, she finds herself smitten by Flynn, the boy
playing Romeo
Glenda Millard: The Stars at Oktober Bend
Alice is fifteen, with hair as red as fire and skin as pale as bone, but something inside her is
broken. She has a brain injury, the result of an assault. Manny was once a child soldier. He is
sixteen and has lost all his family.

Jojo Moyes: Me Before You
Lou Clark knows lots of things. What Lou doesn't know is she's about to lose her
job or that knowing what's coming is what keeps her sane.
Jennifer Niven: Holding Up the Universe
Everyone thinks they know Libby Strout.I know the part I want to play here at MVB
High. I want to be the girl who can do anything. Once dubbed 'America's Fattest
Teen', she is only seen for her weight.
Meg Rosoff: How I Live Now
A powerful and engaging story of Daisy, the precocious New Yorker and her
English cousin Edmond, torn apart as war breaks out in London,
Morton Rhue: The Wave
It had begun as a simple history experiment to liven up their World War II studies
and had become a craze that was taking over their lives. Laurie's classmates are
changing from normal teenagers into chanting, saluting fanatics.
Louis Sachar The Cardturner
A 17-year-old boy, a rich blind uncle, an attractive girl and a mother who is looking
forward to an inheritance create a heady and exciting cocktail of opportunity. Also
a book about playing the card game bridge.

Randy Ribay : Patron Saints of Nothing
Jay’s life is changed when he hears of the death of his cousin Jun’s death in
the Philippines a result of a drug war. His family refuses to speak about it so
Jay travels to unravel disturbing truths. A challenging novel that is “captivating
and thought provoking” based on real life events. Highly recommended by Mrs
Bruton.

Marcus Sedgwick: Saint Death
A powerful and extremely grim story about migrants, drug lords and gang warfare set on the
US/Mexican border. Faustino is escaping from the gang he's been working for and now he's
on the run. He and his friend, Arturo, have only 36 hours to replace the missing money
Watching over them all the while is Saint Death. Santissima Muerte holy patron to all to
prostitute and narco-lord, criminals a sinister guardian.
Angie Thomas: The Hate U Give
Sixteen-year-old Starr lives in two worlds: the poor neighbourhood where she was born and
raised and her posh high school in the suburbs. The uneasy balance between them is
shattered when Starr is the only witness to the fatal shooting of her unarmed best friend,
Khalil, by a police officer. Highly recommended by Mrs Bruton.
Angie Thomas: On the Come Up
Sixteen-year-old Bri wants to be one of the greatest rappers of all time. Or at
least out of the neighbourhood. Set in the same area as The Hate U Give but
a separate story. “inspiring” “gripping” “I really loved this book” Highly
recommended by Mrs Bruton.

Nicola Yoon: The Sun is Also a Star
Natasha: I'm a girl who believes in science and facts. Not fate. Or dreams.. I'm
definitely not the kind to fall in love . Not when my family is twelve hours away
from being deported to Jamaica. Daniel: I've always been the good son, the
good student. Not a dreamer.
Nicola Yoon: Everything, Everything
Madeline Whittier is allergic to the outside world. So allergic, in fact, that she has
never left the house in all of her seventeen years. But when Olly moves in next
door, and wants to talk to Maddie
Marcus Zusak: The Underdog series
My name's Cameron Wolfe. I have a little bit of sense. I don't have much sense.
My older brother Ruben gets me into plenty of trouble. I get Rube into as much
trouble as he gets me into.
William Sutcliffe: The Wall
A powerful, searing story of a divided city - where one boy strays on to the
wrong side of the wall, and finds his life changed forever . . An enthralling story
drawn from a frightening political reality, The Wall is about the devastating effect
of occupation and segregation on ordinary lives. A challenge read – real life or allegory?

SPORTING READS
Kwame Alexander: Booked
Football, family, and love — Nick wrestles with problems at home, stands up to a
bully, and tries to impress the girl of his dreams.

Kwame Alexander: Crossover
A pair of twin brothers, one of which is into rap the other who is passionate about
basketball. Also a graphic novel.

Kwame Alexander: Rebound
Charlie at 12 years old is sent to stay with his grandparents following the death of
his father Long hot days of chores interrupted only by basketball games stretch
ahead – a game Charlie doesn't particularly like let alone play

Lou Abercrombie: Fig Swims the World
Fig is good at a lot of things: making lists, playing the piano, advanced
mathematics. But it’s never quite enough for her mother. One year, Fig decides to set her own
challenge, she’s going to swim her way round the world. There’s just one tiny problem … Fig
can’t swim.

Usain Bolt: Faster Than Lightening
The autobiography of the fastest man of all.

Dan Freedman: Kick Off series
Jamie's desperate to become Highwood School's star football player. But after he
wrecks his chances at the trials, the pressure's on to prove himself. Dan
Freedman was a journalist with the England football team..

Mal Peet: Keeper
In a newspaper office, Paul Faustino, South America's top football writer, sits
opposite El Gato, the cat, the world's greatest goalkeeper. On the table between
them stands the World Cup. In the hours that follow, El Gato tells his incredible life
story

Katherine Webber: Wing Jones
With a grandmother from China and another from Ghana, fifteen-year-old Wing
Jones is often caught between worlds. But when tragedy strikes, Wing discovers a
talent for running she never knew she had. Wing's speed could bring her family everything it
needs. It could also stop Wing getting the one thing she wants.

A SPLASH OF HUMOUR
T.S Easton: Boys Don’t Knit
Ben Fletcher must get to grips with his more 'feminine' side following an
unfortunate incident with a lollipop lady and a stolen bottle of Martini Rosso. All
a big misunderstanding of course.

Mark Lowery: Socks are Not Enough
Mike Swarbrick's life couldn't get any worse. His best friend gets him embroiled
in a scandal involving the girls' changing rooms, and he's just come home from
school to discover his parents are secret nudists who are about to go public. All
this results in Michael seeing a counsellor to resolve his issues, with comedic but
helpful results.

Ben Davis: The Private Blog of Joe Cowley (for all Diary of a Wimpy Kid fans)
The funny and cringe-worthy secret blog of 14-year-old Joe Cowley:
“So here's the thing. I've decided to start writing a blog. A private one. The idea is that it'll
help me sort my life out, because quite frankly, it can't get much worse . . .
I gained the nickname Puke Skywalker after vomiting over Louise Bentley on the waltzer...”

Quick Reads:
To be enjoyed by all; designed especially for anyone who is dyslexic, or wants a shorter read.

Anthony McCowan: Brook/Rook/ Pike/Lark
Lark is a dramatic emotional survival story.
A longer read than most of the quick reads but shorter than your
average book. Lark won the Carengie Medal in June 2020. The
medal is for the best written book for children and teenagers. It is
the fourth book in a series, about two brothers, but Lark can be
read on its own. Highly recommended by Mrs Bruton

Brock
Life’s not easy for Nicky. His mum’s gone, his dad’s on bail, and his brother
Kenny needs looking after. When Kenny drags Nicky out of bed one
dark morning, Nicky has no idea that he is about to witness the
senseless killing of an innocent animal. But Nicky manages to save
something precious from the disaster…

Jeffrey Archer: Four Warned
An adult four short story collection full of plot twists.

Melvin Burgess : Persist
There’s a woman who visits Marianne every day. She’s desperate and upset, but
Marianne is unable to reach out to her – she’s in a coma. A powerful drama about
a mother clinging to hope and a daughter trying to find her way back.

Malorie Blackman: Jon for Short
A disturbing very short horror story. Every time Jon wakes up, another part of him is missing.
Where is he, why are these things happening and why does everyone call him Joe?

Anne Cassidy: Thicker than Water
A retelling of Mice and Men. George dreams of an easy life – a little record
business and enough money to get by. But it’s hard when he has Lennie to look
after too. Lennie’s got a way of getting into scrapes and he doesn’t know his own
strength.

Keren David: The Liar’s Handbook
River makes up lies all the time getting him into trouble. His mum has a new
boyfriend and River decides to find out more. Popular read. Longer than other
quick read titles.

Keren David: Disconnect
Could you disconnect from your phone for six weeks? Esther's year group are
challenged to do just that with the winner walking away with £1000.Longer than
other quick reads.

Phil Earle: Mind the Gap
When Mikey’s dad died, something in Mikey died too. He loved his old man and he never
stopped dreaming that one day his dad would land the role of a lifetime and come back to the
estate in the flashiest car anyone had ever seen. Now there’s just numbness and really, really
stupid decisions. He says the worst of it is that he can’t even remember his dad’s voice any
more.

Teresa Flavin: Jet Black Heart
A spine-tingling mystery combines with elements of the supernatural. Dory is on holiday on
the moors with her family when she stumbles across a Victorian walkers' 'letterbox' and a
faded message for a boy.

Gill Lewis: Run Wild
Looking for somewhere secret to practice skateboarding, Izzy and Asha ignore the 'Danger!
signs posted around the derelict gasworks. they discover an amazing hidden urban
wilderness and an injured wolf! New book.

Andy McNab: Today Everything Changes
An adult true story. Abandoned as a baby, Andy McNab's start in life was
tough. He attended seven schools in as many years, disillusioned and in
remedial classes. It wasn’t long before his life descended into petty crime. By
the age of sixteen, he was in juvenile detention. Recruited into the Army from
there, this is how his life changed.

Sally Nicholls: Shadow Girl
Clare knows she's partly to blame for her problems at school, but she's
learned that it hurts to make friends when you're a foster kid. It's a relief to
meet Maddy, who knows what it's like. But then Maddy disappears.
Supernatural twist.

Annabel Pitcher: The Last Days of Archie Maxwell
Dads leave home all the time. Jack’s dad ran off with another woman. But
Archie’s? That’s a different story – a story that Archie must keep to himself.
A story with older content.

Non Pratt: Second Best Friend
Jade and Becky have always been best friends. But when a spiteful comment
from an awful ex pushes Jade to the edge, she begins to see that she might
always have been second best in everything.

Bali Rai: The Harder They Fall
Cal wants to help new boy Jacob, but Jacob doesn’t want anyone’s help. He doesn’t want
anyone to know that his family are getting help from the local food bank. Cal wouldn’t dream
of betraying him, but there are others at school who can’t pass up the chance to pick on the
kid who’s different.

Minnette Walters: Chickenfeed
Based on the true story of a real murder at a chicken farm. Adult crime story. Norman Thorne
was found guilty of the murder of Elsie Cameron, but even at the time of his
execution in 1925 there were doubts about his guilt.

L.A Weatherly: Soulmates
Iris has dreamed of the same boy all her life. Now she has come to LA to find
him. But it seems they don’t exist in the same time.

Science Fiction and Fantasy
Chris Bradford: Shadow Warriors
Popular longer quick read. Chris Bradford is a martial arts expert. Taka's got
a problem: he can't pass the Grandmaster's test and earn his black belt. But
then a much more serious situation arises, and it seems his whole clan is
under threat. A dangerous time for him and his friends.

Steve Cole: Mind Writer
Luke's always been good at knowing things. He could guess at a right
answer. Now Luke can actually hear people's thoughts. Thrilling adventure

Steve Cole: Senseless
Kenzie has been invited to a big gaming tournament on a sun-soaked
island. He seems to be losing his senses one by one - and he has no
idea whether the dangers he faces are real or the game.
Catherine Fisher: At the World’s End
Dramatic dystopian adventure Caz has been living in the department store
since the day the Blue Star came and killed everyone who breathed in its toxic
snow. Life in the store is getting dangerous and she had to go outside.
Lauren James: The Starlight Watchmaker
Wealthy students from across the galaxy come to learn at the academy where Hugo toils as
a watchmaker. But he is one of the lucky ones. Many androids like him are jobless and
homeless.

FANTASY
Under My Hat: Tales from the Cauldron
18 tales of witches18 acclaimed fantasy writers weave spellbinding tales that bring
the world of witches to life. From familiars that talk, to covens that offer dark
secrets to explore.

Joe Abercrombie: Half the World
Prince Yarvi has vowed to regain a throne he never wanted. But first he must
survive cruelty, chains and the bitter waters of the Shattered Sea itself. And he
must do it all with only one good hand.

David Baldacci: The Finisher
Welcome to Wormwood: a place where curiosity is discouraged. Until one girl, Vega Jane,
discovers a map that suggests a mysterious world beyond the walls

Victoria Aveyard: The Red Queen Series
This is a world divided by blood—red or silver. The Reds are commoners,
ruled by a Silver elite in possession of god-like superpowers. And to Mare
Barrow, a seventeen-year-old Red girl from the poverty-stricken Stilts, it
seems like nothing will ever change. That is until she finds herself working in the Silver
Palace. Here, surrounded by the people she hates the most, Mare discovers that, despite
her red blood, she possesses a deadly power of her own. One that threatens to destroy
the balance of power.

Eoin Colfer: Artemis Fowl series
Fast paced with a quirky sense of humour. Artemis Fowl is a young criminal mastermind is a
world where the fairies are real and have attitude. Artemis captures Holly Short, a
captain in the LEPrecon police and holds her for ransom. .

Lari Don: Mind Blind
'I killed a girl today, just after the school bell. I keep trying to tell myself I didn't really
kill her. But she's dead. And it's my fault.' 14-year-old Ciaran Bain is a highly trained
fighter and gifted criminal with a special talent: he knows what his victim is thinking

Corinne Duyvis: Guardians of the Galaxy: Collect Them All
We are Groot! When the Guardians attempt to evacuate a Kree prison planet
and end up in a fight for their lives - what else is new? 304 pages

Sally Gardner: Tinder
Otto Hundebiss is tired of war, but when he defies Death he walks a dangerous path.
A half beast half man gives him shoes and dice which will lead him deep into a web
of dark magic and mystery. A dark unusual fairy tale with dramatic illustrations.

Sally Green: Half Bad
One boy's struggle for survival in a hidden society of witches. You can't read, can't
write, but you heal fast, even for a witch. You've been kept in a cage since you
were fourteen. All you've got to do is escape. Easy.

Shannon Hale : The Goose Girl
Princess Ani must become a goose girl before she can become queen. She
develops her forbidden talents and works to discover her own true, powerful voice.

Frances Hardinge: Cuckoo Song
"The first things to shift were the doll's eyes, the beautiful grey-green glass eyes.
Slowly they swivelled, until their gaze was resting on Triss's face” When Triss
wakes up after an accident, she knows that something is very wrong. Eerier
written. Highly Recommended for those who like a complex read.

Lian Hearn: Across the Nightingale Floor
Takeo has learned only the ways of peace. Why, then, does he possess the deadly
skills that make him so valuable to the sinister Tribe of assassins.? These
supernatural powers will lead him to his violent destiny.

.

Lucy Inglis: City of Halves
Girls are disappearing. They've all got one thing in common; they just don't know it
yet. 16 year old Lily was meant to be next, but she's saved by a stranger: a halfhuman boy.

Lake, Nick: There Will Be Lies
Shelby Jane is pretty and quiet. Her mum keeps her so safe she barely goes out.
Then one day she gets knocked over by a car. A coyote is watching her and begins to
talk to her as she goes on a road trip with her mother. An unusual story.

Derek Landy: Skulduggery Pleasant series
Meet Skulduggery Pleasant: detective, warrior, powerful magician, master of dirty
tricks and burglary. Then there's his sidekick, Stephanie. Fast moving adventure,
mystery, horror, fantasy, comedy for those who like a longer read. Cannot be more
highly recommended by Mrs Bruton.

Le Guin, Ursula: The Wizard of Earthsea
A tale of wizards, dragons and terrifying shadows. The island of Gont is a land
famous for wizards. Of these, some say the greatest - and surely the greatest
voyager - is the man called Sparrowhawk. Highly Recommended.

Sarah Maas: Throne of Glass series
Meet Celaena Sardothien. Beautiful. Assassin. Destined for greatness. Popular, page
turning. Adventure romp with romance.

Yann Mantel: The Life of Pi
Complex adult fantasy novel that is not a sweet animal tale. After the tragic sinking
of a cargo ship, a solitary lifeboat remains bobbing on the wild, blue Pacific. The
only survivors from the wreck are a sixteen-year-old boy named Pi, a hyena, a
zebra (with a broken leg), a female orang-utan - and a 450-pound Royal Bengal tiger.

Patrick Ness: The Knife of Never Letting Go (Chaos Walking Series)
Imagine you're the only boy in a town of men. And you can hear everything they
think. And they can hear everything you think. Imagine you don't fit in with their
plans...Highly acclaimed complex fantasy series.

Patrick Ness: More Than This
A boy called Seth drowns, desperate and alone in his final moments, losing his life as
the pounding sea claims him. But then he wakes in a crumbling world.

Patrick Ness: The Rest of Us Just Live Here
A bold and irreverent novel powerfully asks what if you weren't the Chosen One?
The one who's supposed to fight the zombies, or the soul-eating ghosts, or whatever
this new thing is, with the blue lights and the death? What if you were like Mikey
whose best friend is God of the Mountain lions.

Garth Nix: Mister Monday (Keys to the Kingdom series)
Arthur Penhaligon is not supposed to be a hero. He is, in fact, supposed to die an
early death. But then his life is saved by a key shaped like the minute hand of a
clock. Arthur is safe, but his world is not.

Garth Nix: Sabriel (Old Kingdom series)
Who will guard the living when the dead arise? Sabriel is sent as a child across the
Wall to the safety of a school. Away from magic; away from the Dead. After receiving
a cryptic message from her father, she leaves her ordinary school and returns to the
Old Kingdom.
.
Terry Pratchett: The Colour of Magic (Discworld series)
Quirky but highly popular adult fantasy series. he Discworld is very much like our own - if our
own were to consist of a flat planet balanced on the back of four elephants which stand on the
back of a giant turtle, that is . . .

Philip Pullman: La Belle Sauvage; The Book of Dust
(prequel Northern Lights - His Dark Material series)
Highly Recommended long read.A story of survival where two children find
themselves pursued by a terrifying evil. In their care is Lyra a tiny child and in that
child lies the future. You can read Northern Lights first and go to the prequel
afterwards.

Rick Riordan: Percy Jackson and the Lightening Thief
Fast paced adventures of an unusual hero.
Look, I didn't want to be a half-blood. I never asked to be the son of a Greek God. I
was just a normal kid, going to school, playing basketball, skateboarding. The
usual. Until I accidentally vaporized my maths teacher. Now I spend my time
battling monsters and generally trying to stay alive.

Ransom Riggs: Miss Peregrine's Home for Peculiar Children
A mysterious island. An abandoned orphanage. A strange collection of very
curious photographs. It all waits to be discovered in Miss Peregrine's Home for
Peculiar Children.

Philip Reeve: Infernal Devices Mortal Engines series
In a dangerous future, huge motorized cities hunt, attack and fight each other for survival. As
London pursues a small town, young apprentice Tom is flung out into the wastelands, where a
terrifying cyborg begins to hunt him down

Annet Schaap: Lampie
“Lampie is a fairytale adventure to do with pirates, rough seas and an unusual secret.Every
evening Lampie the lighthouse keeper’s daughter must light a lantern to warn ships away from
the rocks. But one stormy night disaster strikes. “I would recommend this book to people who
like mystery and adventure.” Carnegie shortlisted book

Voyages in the Underworld of Orpheus Black:
by Marcus and Julius Sedgwick
It is Blitz-time London and Harry Black, a conscientious objector, is in conflict
with his brother Ellis. But when Harry wakes up in hospital to learn that his brother has
almost certainly been killed by a V2 rocket falling during a German air raid, he is convinced
that Ellis is still alive and can be saved. The story combines with the legend of Orpheus and
Bill’s unpublished sci-fiction book. Marcus and Julius Sedgwick are brothers who co-wrote
the book, each taking a narrative voice. A complex, lyrical book which is highly illustrated.
Highly Recommended by Yr. 10 student. Carnegie 2020 shortlisted book

Marcus Sedgwick: My Swordhand is Singing
An original interpretation of the vampire myth, and a story of father and son. In the
bitter cold of winter, Tomas and his son, Peter, arrive in Chust. There are many
things Peter does not understand. Why does Tomas dig a channel of fast-flowing
waters around their hut so they live on an isolated island?

Darren Shan: Cirque du Freak – The Vampire’s Assistant
The chilling Saga of Darren Shan, the ordinary schoolboy plunged into the vampire
world. It's the wonderfully gothic Cirque Du Freak banned show where frightening
half human/half animals interact terrifyingly with the audience. Atmospheric, funny, realistic, moving and
terrifying.

Jonathan Stroud: The Amulet of Samarkand
Drama and humour. When the 5,000-year-old djinni Bartimaeus is summoned by Nathaniel, a
young magician's apprentice, he expects to have to do nothing more taxing than a
little levitation or a few simple illusions.

J.R.R Tolkien: The Hobbit
The classic fantasy adventure with the highly reluctant hero Bilbo Begins who
confronts trolls, giant spiders, elves and a dragon. A highly detailed imagined world
filled with wizards, dwarves, elves, goblins, and orcs.
Prequel to The Lord of the Rings

Scott Westerfeld: Leviathan series
Two opposing forces are on the brink of war. The Clankers - who put their faith in machinery and the Darwinists - who have begun evolving living creatures into tools.

SCIENCE FICTION
Douglas Adams: The Hitchhiker’s Guide to the Galaxy
Classic adult comedy fantasy. It's an ordinary Thursday lunchtime for Arthur Dent until his
house gets demolished. The Earth follows shortly afterwards to make way for a new
hyperspace express route, and his best friend has just announced that he's an
alien.

Malorie Blackman: Chasing the Stars
Olivia and her twin brother Aidan are heading alone back to Earth following the
virus that wiped out the rest of their crew, and their family. Nathan is part of a
community heading in the opposite direction. But on their journey, Nathan's ship is
attacked and most of the community killed. Their lives unexpectedly collide.

Ray Bradbury: The Illustrated Man
An adult classic collection of a stories - all told on the skin of a man. The illustrations
come to life.

Kevin Brooks: iBoy
Before the attack, Tom Harvey was an ordinary boy. But now fragments of a shattered
iPhone are embedded in his brain. Because now Tom has powers, knowledge - and a
choice. To seek revenge or keep quiet?

Ernest Cline: Ready Player One
A world at stake. A quest for the ultimate prize. Are you ready?
It's the year 2044, and the real world has become an ugly place. We're out of oil.
We've wrecked the climate.

Pittacus Lore: I am Number Four series
John Smith is not your average teenager. He regularly moves and changes his
name and identity. He cannot tell anyone who or what he really is. We are the
superheroes you worship in movies and comic books - but we are real.

Philip Reeve: Railhead series
The place of the thousand gates, where sentient trains criss-cross the galaxy in a heartbeat. It
is also a place of great dangers - especially for someone who rides the rails and rides his luck
the way Zen Starling does. Highly recommended for those who like an older complex read.

SUPERNATURAL ROMANCE
(Not forgetting Twlight, Beautiful Creatures, Fallen and House of Night )

Emily Bronte: Wuthering Heights
A challenge, the classic gothic romance. Perhaps the most haunting and
tormented love story ever written, Wuthering Heights is the tale of the troubled
orphan Heathcliff and his doomed love for Catherine Earnshaw.

Holly Black: The Coldest Girl in Coldtown
Tana lives in a world where walled cities called Coldtowns exist. In them,
quarantined monsters and humans mingle in a decadently bloody mix of predator
and prey. Love and revenge

Cassandra Clare: City of Bones (Mortal Instruments series)
Discover the secrets of the Shadowhunters as they wage a terrifying war to keep
the world safe from demons. Supernatural romantic urban fantasy that is
mysterious and dangerously good fun! Love. Blood. Betrayal. Demons.

Maureen Johnson: The Name of the Star (Shades of London series)
Thrilling ghost-hunting teen mystery as modern-day London is plagued by a
sudden outbreak of brutal murders that mimic the horrific crimes of Jack the
Ripper.

Maggie Stiefvater: The Raven Boys
Blue has spent the majority of her sixteen years being told that if she kisses her true love, he
will die. When Blue meets Gansey's spirit on the corpse road she knows there is only one
reason why - either he is her true love or she has killed him.

HISTORICAL
Laurie Halse Anderson: Chains
Isabel and her sister, Ruth, are slaves. Sold from one owner to the next, they arrive
in New York as the Americans are fighting for their independence, and the English
are struggling to maintain control. Isabel is owned by the English.

Chris Bradford: The Way of the Warrior series
August 1611. Jack Fletcher is shipwrecked off the coast of Japan. Rescued by the
legendary sword master Masamoto Takeshi, Jack's only hope is to become a
samurai warrior.Written by a martial arts expert.

Theresa Breslin: Remembrance
It begins with a group of teenagers from two families, friends on a picnic on a beautiful
sunny day. Then comes the horror of the trenches, nursing the wounded, and the
struggle to survive. All but one return home - but nothing will ever be the same again.

H.M. Castor: VIII
Destined for greatness - tormented by demons. VIII (Eight) is the untold story of Henry
VIII, a gripping examination of why he turned from a charismatic teenager to the cruel
tyrant he became in later life

Susan Cooper: Ghost Hawk
In the winter of his eleventh year, Little Hawk goes deep into the forest, where he must
endure a three-month test of solitude and survival which will turn him into a man. But
outside the woods, the world is changing. English settlers are landing on the shores of
the New World

Paul Dowswell: Auslander
When Peter's parents are killed, he is sent to an orphanage in Warsaw. Then German
soldiers take him away to be measured and assessed. They decide that Peter is
racially valuable. He is Volksdeutscher: of German blood

Paul Dowswell: The Red Shadow
Russia, 1940. Fifteen-year-old Misha's life is about to transform when his father is
offered a job in Stalin's inner circle
.

Sally Gardner: I am Coriander
Coriander is the daughter of a silk merchant in 1650s London. She is shut away in
a chest and left to die, but emerges into the fairy world from which her mother
came, and where time has no meaning. When she returns she is seventeen she
has a task.

Candy Gourlay: Bone Talk
Samkad lives in a tribe deep in the Philippine jungle at the end of the nineteenth century, and
has never encountered anyone from outside his own tribe before. A strange man with white skin
arrives in his village, and Samkad discovers the brother he never knew he had. A brother who
tells him of people called 'Americans. A challenge read.

Francis Hardinge: The Lie Tree/ Victorian murder mystery.
Following the death of her father on a strange island Faith discovers the Lie Tree.

Esther Hautzig: The Endless Steppe
Esther was ten years old when, in 1941, she and her family were arrested by the
Russians and transported to Siberia. This is the true story of the next five years
spent in exile, of how the Rudomins kept their courage high, though they went
barefoot and hungry. Highly recommended.

Catherine Johnson: Sawbones
Grave robbing, body switching...and murder. "Gentlemen!" William McAdam
addressed the room, a knife in each hand. "Your watches, please! I guarantee you
the fastest amputation ever performed anywhere in the world.” 18th century.

Philip Kerr: The Winter Horses
Kalinka must set out on a treacherous journey through the frozen Ukrainian forest to
save two rare horses – and herself. World War when Germany invaded.

Tanya Landman : Apache
A young woman seeks to avenge her brother's death by becoming an Apache
warrior — and learns a startling truth about her own identity. Long read.

Geraldine McCaughrean: Where the World Ends
“His mother gave him a new pair of socks, a puffin to eat on the voyage and a kiss
on the cheek” In the summer of 1727, a group of men and boys from St Kilda are
put ashore on a remote sea stac to harvest birds for food. No one returns to collect
them. A story of survival. Carnegie Medal winner

Michael Morpurgo: Private Peaceful
Heroism or cowardice? Told in the voice of a young soldier, the story follows 24
hours in his life at the front during WW1, and captures his memories as he looks
back over his life.

Michael Morpurgo: War Horse
The In the deadly chaos of the First World War, one horse witnesses the reality
of battle. Joey tells a powerful story of the truest friendships surviving in terrible
times.

Sally Nicholls: Things a Bright Girl Can Do
Evelyn is 17, rich and clever, she may never be allowed to follow her older brother to
university. Enraged she joins the Suffragettes. May is 15 and a Suffragist who reject
violence who meets Nell is prepared to fight. A longer read about freedoms and
love.

Mal Peet: Life; An Unexploded Diagram (set during the Cuban Missile Crisis)
A brilliant coming-of-age story set against the backdrop of the Cold War and events
leading up to the Cuban Missile Crisis. Told from Clem’s viewpoint.

Mal Peet: Tamar
Love, espionage and betrayal. When her grandfather dies, Tamar inherits a box
containing a series of clues and coded messages. Out of the past, another Tamar
emerges, a man involved in the terrifying world of resistance fighters in Nazioccupied Holland.

Philip Reeve: Here Lies Arthur
Gwyna is just a small girl, when she is bound in service to Myrddin the bard - a
traveller and spinner of tales. But Myrddin transforms her - into a lady goddess, a
boy warrior and a spy. An unusual take on the tale of King Arthur.

Meg Rosoff: The Bride’s Farewell
On the morning of her wedding, Pell Ridley creeps out of bed in the dark, kisses her sisters
goodbye and flees - determined to escape a future that offers nothing but hard work and sorrow.
She meets a hunter cold and mysterious. A story with unexpected twists that is older in content
than it first appears.

Marcus Sedgwick: Foreshadowing
1915. Sasha has a terrible gift. She can see the future. Her premonitions show her
untold horrors on the battlefields of the Somme, and worse still, what will happen to
her brothers Edgar and Tom.

Marcus Sedgwick: Revolver
Sig Andersson has a choice to make.. An unforgettable, razor-sharp thriller set in
the snowy wilderness of the Arctic Circle. The story starts with Sig alone in a cabin with the
body of his father when a stranger arrives. A short but challenge read as the plot alternates
time lines between each chapter. Highly recommended.

Ruta Sepetys: Between Shades of Gray
One night fifteen-year-old Lina, her mother and young brother are hauled from
their home by Soviet guards, thrown into cattle cars and sent away. They are
being deported to Siberia

Ruta Sepetys: Salt to the Sea
It's early 1945 and a group of people trek across Germany, bound together by
their desperation to reach the ship that can take them to safety. Four young
people, each haunted by their own dark secrets tell their stories. Carnegie winner, highly
Recommended by a Year 9 Carnegie Group.
.

Robin Talley: Lies We Tell Ourselves
Lie #1: I'm not afraid Lie
#2: I'm sure I'm doing the right thing
#3: I don't care what they think of me
It's 1959. The battle for civil rights is raging. And it's Sarah's first day of school
as one of the first black students at previously all-white
Jefferson High. No one wants Sarah there.
Highly Recommended and popular

Sheena Wilkinson: Star by Star
Fifteen-year-old Stella was brought up to change the world by her suffragette mother but
then has to return to Ireland.

Lauren Wolk: Wolf Hollow
Growing up in the shadows cast by two world wars, Annabelle has lived a mostly quiet, life in
her small Pennsylvania town. Until the day new student Betty Glengarry walks into her class.
Betty quickly reveals herself to be a cruel and manipulative bully.

Marcus Zuzak: The Book Thief
1939. Nazi Germany. The country is holding its breath. Death has never been
busier. Liesel, a nine-year-old girl, is living with a foster family on Himmel Street.
Her parents have been taken away to a concentration camp. Liesel steals books. This is her
story and the story of the inhabitants of her street when the bombs begin to fall. The novel is
narrated by Death.

.

