Revision Booklet

What to do with the booklet
This booklet is going to help to
prepare you for your GCSE English
literature exams.
Please make sure that you:
• Read through and highlight the
important information.
• Complete the activities and quizzeslook out for this symbol-it will tell
you that you have a task to do.

• Use the information to make your
own revision tools: posters/mindmaps/revision cards.
• Use this as a starting point-use
your own research and other
resource materials to add to your
revision tools.

Included in this booklet:
•
•

•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•

Key Context information.
Summary of the play and key
scenes
Key characters information
Key themes information
Revision activities
What to expect in the exam
How to answer exam questions
Model answers
Mark scheme
Key terminology and poetic
techniques
Practice question papers

This is for English Literature –
Paper 1 Section A-

How to revise
Not everyone can revise in the same way and it is important to find the
way that works best for you.
Here are just some
examples of things you
can do to revise.

How to make a useful revision card.

How to use a revision card.
• Once you have read through a card,
turn it over and try to remember the
information from memory-either write
it down or ask someone to test you on
it.

Tip: Studying With revision cards

•

On one side of the card write the topic/key
word that you are revising.

•

On the other side write down the key
information that you need for this card.

When studying with flashcards, make a small
checkmark in the corner of the cards you answer
correctly. When you have made two or three
marks on a card, you know you can put it in a
separate pile. Keep going through your main pile
until all cards have two or three marks. Then,
shuffle them and put them away for your next
revision session.

Putting revision into practice!
One of the most useful things you can do to revise for this exam is to look at exam
papers, plan and write some answers. The more you do the more likely you are to have
already planned/answered a question that may come up in the exam!
You don’t need to spend more than 10
minutes planning a question-the more
you do the quicker you’ll get
You should only spend 45 minutes on
this question-so practicing getting
quicker is important.

Box-up your
answer. You
can create
your own grids
or ask your
teacher for a
blank one.

Learning key quotations
Remember that you need to learn quotations for this paper.
• As you revise characters and themes, you will be asked to pick out key quotes for them.
Highlight these in your revision notes. When looking at a new character or theme, can you reuse any quotes you’ve already picked out? This will mean you have less to learn!
• Plan the analysis you’d write for each quote you chose – learning this means you don’t have to
try and think of it in the exam, you just need to remember it. (look at the example below)
• Write your quotes on quiz cards and get your friends/ family to test you.
• Write quotes on post it notes and stick them around your house so you keep seeing them.

How to analyse the quotations you’ve learnt
For AO2 you need to be able to ‘analyse the writer’s methods with subject terminology
used judiciously’ (sensibly and accurately). This means that the examiner is looking for
you to zoom in on the language used by Shakespeare-explore the various meanings/
connotations of the words and the possible effects they have on the audience.
Below is an example of an annotated quotation- read through the notes and see if you
can spot the subject terminology that has been used in each point.

Revision Tasks
1. Below I have started annotating another quotation for Tybalt-practice zooming in
on the language by completing this analysis.
2. Once you have learnt your key quotations have a go at mining them-write the
quotation out and then zoom in on as many different words as you can. Try to
include different interpretations and also make links to the context.

Why do you need to know the context of a text and what does context mean for
your exam?
AO3 is the understanding of the relationship between the ideas in the text and what
was happening at the time it was written.
Things you need to consider are:
• What was life like in Elizabethan England when Shakespeare wrote Romeo and Juliet?
• What were Shakespeare’s own views and experiences and do we see these coming
through in the play at all?
• What genre is the play and does it conform to or subvert the conventions of the
genre?
• The context of the audiences-for example an Elizabethan audience would have a
different opinion about what takes place in the play compared with an modern
audience.
All of these things can helps us to understand and comment on the author’s
purpose.
Underline or highlight the key information
Essay writing tip
It is important that the contextual information provided is directly
relevant, rather than being ‘bolted-on’ to the end of a paragraph or essay. When
writing your response you should include relevant context to illustrate and develop
your interpretation of what is required by the task. Don’t just write everything you
know about Shakespeare and Elizabethan England!
REVISION TASK:
As we read through the next few pages, on the context of
Romeo and Juliet you need to do the following revision
tasks:
1.
Underline/highlight the important pieces of
information.
2. Create a revision card, poster or mind-map for the
context of the play-you need to:
•
Include all of the key information for each area
of the context.
•
Make links between the context and the events
or characters in the play-for example knowing
how highly honour and reputation was regarded
helps us to understand why Lord Capulet gets
so angry with Juliet in Act 3 scene 5-he has
told Paris he can marry her and so he can’t go
back on his word- he would look like a fool.

Extension:
To find more about
the context of Romeo
and Juliet try looking
on BBC Bitesize,
through your other
revision guides, and
revision websites
such as Sparknotes.
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• William Shakespeare (1564-1616) was an English playwright, poet and actor. He is
often considered to be the greatest writer of the English Language.
• Although he did not have the same fame as today, Shakespeare was still well-known
and his plays were incredibly popular at the time-they were the only source of
entertainment.
•

As there were very limited forms of entertainment at this time, the theatre was
extremely popular with both the lower and upper classes-even royalty visited the
theatre. Therefore, Shakespeare had to be very careful not to offend his queen.
He also had to ensure that his stories interested EVERYONE; that is why he
chose topics that involved love, power, honour and friendship.

Other ways that he appealed to the different audiences:
Lower classes:
‘lower-class’ humour i.e. bawdy
and crude jokes to entertain.
Characters such as the Nurse and
her crude language.
The Globe

Upper classes:
More refined language which the literate
audience members would have
appreciated. E.g. the sonnet structure
may have been appreciated by the richer
and more educated audience members
Time and the theatre:
Shakespeare’s theatre was
open to the sky and had no
lighting: hence the
characters have to
constantly refer to the day
of the week (“what day is
it?”) and time of day (“it is
the lark”) for the benefit of
the audience.

• He wrote Romeo and Juliet during the reign of Queen Elizabeth I in around 1594.
• Shakespeare did not invent the story of Romeo and Juliet. A poet named Arthur
Brooks first brought the story of Romeus and Juliet to an English-speaking
audience but this was an adaptation of an old story. Many of the details of
Shakespeare’s plot are lifted directly from Brooks’s poem, however he does alter it
and add new characters. An Elizabethan audience would have already been familiar
with the link.
• He set the play in Italy-despite never going there-sometime between the 13th and
14th Century.
Underline or highlight the key information

England in Elizabethan times
This period was ‘The Elizabethan Era’ which was also known as ‘The Renaissance’. A time
of significant change in the fields of religion, politics, science, language and the arts.
England was a very proud nation. Elizabeth 1st was an extremely strong queen and she
wouldn’t tolerate her enemies. In 1587 she had Mary Queen of Scots (her cousin)
beheaded for treason and her powerful navy managed to defeat Spain in battle- both
of these actions had been caused by religion.
Queen Elizabeth never married-had she have done she would have lost her power to
her husband.
Explicit violence was a far more public affair in Elizabethan times than it is today.
Punishments for crimes were extremely harsh-serious felonies, such as murder and
treason, involved public hangings and beheadings. Less strict punishments could include
banishment (just like Romeo)-a sentence of banishment would often be for life.
Public brawls were also very common, so fights of the sort between the Montagues and
Capulets would not have been unthinkable. Duals were illegal In Elizabethan England,
but this didn’t stop them from happening.
Weapons were commonly carried: a rapier was a light, slender sword that would often
be used because they were easier to carry and to use.

Italy in Elizabethan times
Shakespeare often set his plays in different countries and eras-Romeo ad Juliet is no
different. He set Romeo and Juliet in Italy in the 13th/14th century. Setting the play
in a different era and in a far away place, like Verona, allowed Shakespeare to explore
subversive themes such as suicide, war, subversion of gender roles and violence in a
safe place. The audience didn’t have to worry that the issues of the play could infect
their world; they could escape from their mundane rainy lives in England to hot and
passionate Verona.
There were some similarities between Italy and England at this time:
• in both countries there were famous feuds between rival families. However in Italy
the Concept of feuds /vendettas were a key social force in society-confrontations
between rival households gave rise to revenge attacks if wronged.
• both countries experienced devastating plagues-remember it is because of a plague
that the letter never gets delivered to Romeo.
Why else might he have chosen Italy?
• writers like Petrarch gave the impression that Italians were highly romantic.
• The weather: the hot temperature of Verona is associated with increased passion.
• It was believed that Italian women were less chaste than English women ( Juliet is
quite flirtatious and strong willed)
• Romeo dies with poison-this was the weapon of choice for murder in Italy
• It was a Catholic society-meaning Shakespeare could show Friar Lawrence as
meddling and secretive without getting into trouble.
Underline or highlight the key information

Religion
• Religion was central to Elizabethan way of
life. At the time of writing, the church was
extremely powerful-the way that you lived
your life was determined by the church and
their expectations.
• The law said that you had to go to church
every week.
• The two major religions in Elizabethan
England were the Catholic and protestant
faiths and there was a great rivalry between
the two:
• Queen Elizabeth I was protestant-her
father, Henry VIII moved away from
the Catholic Church because the Pope
refused him a divorce.
• During Elizabeth’s reign there were a
number of plots, by English Catholics, to
overthrow her and replace her with her
Catholic cousin, Mary.
• As a result of this there was a great
deal of Anti-Catholicism in England.
Shakespeare himself was a protestant.

Religion in the play:
• Although England was
predominantly protestant,
the play is not set in
England-it’s set in Italy in
the 13th century.
• Italy at this time was a
Catholic society with a
strong belief in damnation
for mortal sins.
• These ‘mortal sins’ included
bigamy and suicide.
• Friar Lawrence was
Catholic-which means that
an Elizabethan audience may
have viewed his character
with suspicion or distrust.

Astrology, fate and the supernatural
In Elizabethan England, both astronomy and the supernatural was far more
prominent than in society today. At this time people still believed that the earth
was flat. They also believed that the Earth was the centre of the universe and that
the sun, moon and stars were heavens that ruled human fate. This concept, of a
greater force (God) controlling their destiny, was also supported by religious
teachings at the time. They believed that their destiny was already planned out for
them. Shakespeare however believed that we do have some control over our destiny
through the choices that we make.
Due to these beliefs, the Elizabethan’s were particularly suspicious of witchcraft
and natural phenomena's-for example, an eclipse would have been considered as an
act of God and would have caused fear.
Links:
➔ There are numerous links to heaven, the sun, moon and the stars throughout the
play.
➔Romeo believes that he is changing his destiny by committing suicide, however the
audience are aware that he is fulfilling it (thanks to the prologue).
➔The visions /feelings that R&J both have, about their deaths, could link to
Shakespeare’s beliefs that the choices we make help to control our destiny.
➔Mercutio’s, ‘ A plague o’ both your houses’, is repeated 3 times; this was a number
linked to witchcraft and therefore would have been viewed as a curse.

Underline or highlight the key information

Patriarchy, honour and family
Patriarchy:
Despite having Queen Elizabeth, a woman, ruling over the country, England was very
much a patriarchal society. This meant that women were considered to be inferior to
men. This was also the case in much of Europe, including Italy. Women belonged to
their fathers (or brothers, if their father had died) and then to their husbands once
married. Juliet would therefore have been expected to obey her father. In the 10
commandments it states that you should obey your father and therefore Juliet
disobeying her father would have even been seen as a sin.
Honour:
Men in Shakespeare’s time cared deeply about their honour– to lose your honour was to
lose all respect and reputation. It also could not be regained once lost – this led to a lot
of fights (duels), over insults to your honour.
It only mattered among equals – this is why Lord Capulet isn’t bothered by Romeo
being at his party, while Tybalt is. Lord Capulet is socially superior to Romeo, while
Tybalt and Romeo are equals socially speaking. It is why Tybalt has to fight Mercutio
once Mercutio insults him (“rat catcher”) otherwise he would lose face. This is also why
Lord Capulet insists Juliet marry Paris – Capulet has promised this; if he failed and was
“forsworn” he would lose honour.
To us this seems perhaps over the top – to challenge somebody to a duel over an insult
– but Shakespeare’s audience would have understood that the characters had little
choice but to act as they do in order to preserve their honour.
Women’s honour was dependent on their chastity – remaining a virgin until their
marriage was very important. However if a women lost her honour so would her family.
Family:
Despite there being a Queen (Elizabeth 1) on the throne when Shakespeare wrote
Romeo and Juliet, men were the masters. The father was the undisputed head of the
household -their wives and children were theirs to command, their daughters in
particular were their property to “give” to whomever they pleased. It may have been
surprising when Lord Capulet told Paris that Juliet may have a “choice” in whom she
married but when he later says that “she will be ruled” by him and agree to marry
Paris, this would be perfectly normal
Families were extremely close; wealthy families, in particular, would often live
together, in households, all under one roof with their servants. A family’s name, like
‘Capulet’ and ‘Montague’) was extremely important and would have been a source of
great pride an honour, which needed to be maintained and protected. Many people
would have died at this time trying to defend their family’s name. This is why it is so
shocking when Juliet questions the significance of her name in the Balcony Scene.
Wealthy families also often employed a Wet Nurse to breastfeed their children – the
Nurse had that role, which is why she feels like a mother to Juliet.
Underline or highlight the key information

Love
Love and Relationships were not “conducted” in the way that we expect today!
For those in the Court, Love was something that was subject to rules and traditions.
• Marriages were arranged by parents.
• Children were chaperoned at all times.
• Children did not always have the freedom to choose who they would spend their life
with and have children with.
• Plus, marriage happened at a much younger age – as young as 12 (for girls) was totally
acceptable!
What was courtly love?
•
Courtly love spread through Europe in the 12th century.
•
It created a language of love that is still associated with romance to this day.
•
Falling in love was a formal process with rules.
•
As the name suggests, it was linked to the courts of Europe, especially Italy &
France.
•
A man of a lower class, usually a knight, would see a woman in court and fall in love.
He would then try to win her affection.
Features of Courtly Love
•
•
•
•

•
•

True love was supposed to happen immediately – at first sight.
The woman was of a higher social status in comparison to the man.
He would perform actions of devotion to demonstrate the intensity of his feelings.
Love was not usually reciprocated by the woman (this was called unrequited love):
this led to suffering – love was linked with disease & madness.
The man’s feelings were supposed to be all-consuming and he would produce works
of art about the object of affection – they were usually extremely passionate.
Typical courtly love writing included: hyperbole, oxymorons and imagery of
suffering & worship.

Petrarchan Lover
Petrarch was an Italian renaissance philosopher and writer. His poems/sonnets about
an unrequited love formed the basis for what became known as a Petrarchan lover.

A Petrarchan lover is melodramatic, self-consciously suffering and has given himself

up to the power of his mistress. He mopes around feeling sorry for himself because his
love is un-requited.
At the start of Romeo and Juliet, we could say that Romeo has the characteristics of a
Petrarchan lover when he is brooding over Rosaline.
Revision Tasks:
What sort of lover is Romeo presented as?
Does this change at all in the play?
Why/why not?

Underline or highlight the key information

The role of women and marriage
The Role of Women:

Marriage

Women were seen as lesser than men,
due to their increased temptation
towards sin (in the Bible Eve is seen
as the mother of sin).

➔ Women were often married at a young
age, to sometimes much older men.
➔ Women were also seen as objects within
marriage. They were expected to be passive
and take on a domestic role.
➔Marriages were often arranged and would
have been a way, among richer families, to
make links with other rich families.
➔ Marriage was looked at as an end goal and
purpose for all women. If a woman didn’t
marry then she was thought of as a deviant
(someone who does not follow social norms
and values).
➔ An unmarried woman would not just be
ignoring her natural calling but also have been
diverting from the will of God.
➔There was no sex before marriage
➔There are no recorded divorces in England
during the reign of Queen Elizabeth.

➔ Women were not allowed to own
any property, in fact they were seen
as property themselves.
➔ Females always belonged to the
closest male relative and then when
they were married they became the
property of their husbands.
➔ Men could do whatever they
wanted to their wives free of
judgement or condemnation.
➔ Women weren’t just seen as
property but also sexual objects there to satisfy the needs of their
husbands who were their lords’
and masters.

Juliet does not conform to the stereotypical role of a woman. Perhaps Shakespeare
was inspired by Elizabeth I as a powerful woman to create a strong female character.
Juliet is a strong character.

Healthcare, medicine, potions and poisons
Healthcare and Medicine
➔ Healthcare and medicine were not as
advanced in Shakespeare’s day as they
are today.
➔ There were numerous ailments and
diseases that were not yet understood.
This makes it much more believable for
both the Capulets and Romeo to believe
that Juliet has died so suddenly and so
young.
➔The high death rate in the play would
have been much more common and
believable than today.

Potions and poisons:
➔ Elizabethan’s were superstitious people
who believed in magic and witchcraft.
➔ The idea of anaesthetic as a medical
procedure was unknown, so Friar Laurence’s
potion would seem magical to them, evil
perhaps (note how the Apothecary Romeo
buys the poison takes a risk in selling it).
➔ This could perhaps be another reason
why Friar Laurence would have come across
as unnatural and untrustworthy to a
Shakespearean audience.
Underline or highlight the key information

Genre-tragedy
Genre: Romeo and Juliet is classed as a tragedy- a literary text that deals with tragic
events which lead to the main character’s death. Tragedies originated in Ancient
Greece; Aristotle’s theories on the genre helped create a set of conventions to be
followed. Although he does not adhere to all of these conventions, Shakespeare was
clearly influenced by Aristotle’s theories. There are three main concepts of the Greek
tragedy that Shakespeare adheres to:
1. It should have a tragic hero
2. The tragic hero is destined for destruction and downfall
3. Political order gets back to normal at the end.
A
•
•
•
•

tragic hero should:
be from a high class or noble position e.g. military general, nobleman, King etc.
be the most tragic character in the play
have a fatal flaw (hamartia) which causes their downfall
experience an extreme reversal in fortune (peripeteia), which they realise has come
about by their own actions (anagnorisis).
• be someone that the audience supports. The audience learns a moral lesson from
their downfall and empathises with the character (catharsis)
• not be solely responsible for their downfall
Revision Tasks:
Answer the following questions:
1. In what ways is Romeo a tragic hero?
2. What do you think is Romeo’s hamartia?
3. In what ways is he destined for destruction?
4. Find evidence to show that political order is restored.
Underline or highlight the key information

Structure:
Aristotle, believed that the plot is
the most important element of a
tragedy and should follow a set
structure.
Shakespearean tragedies followed
the 5 part plot structure (as shown in
the diagram).
It useful to understand (and learn the
terms) of the different elements of
the structure and be able to link this
to the events of the play.

Revision Task
Copy the 5 part structure
above.
On your copy add the key
events of the play.
What is the climatic point
of the play?

Context-end of reading quiz
When was Romeo and Juliet written? In what Era is this known as?

Where did Shakespeare set Romeo and Juliet? List three reasons why he may have set
it here.

➔
➔
➔
What would an English audience have thought about Catholicism at the time and why?
➔
What did society class as Mortal sins at this time?
➔
➔
What did the Elizabethan’s believe about fate?
➔
The Elizabethan’s lived in a patriarchal society-what does this mean?
➔

Why was honour so important to Elizabethan men?
➔
List three ways that women’s lives were different to men’s
➔
➔
➔
How did Shakespeare appeal to both the higher and lower class audiences?

What genre is Romeo and Juliet? List three ways it conforms to this genre.
➔
➔
➔
➔

Remember that the events of the play take place over 5 days:
Sun-Romeo and Juliet meet and get engaged
Mon- They get married, Tybalt kills Mercutio, Romeo kills Tybalt, Juliet and Romeo
spend the night together
Tues-Lord Capulet arranges Juliet’s marriage to Juliet, Juliet refuses, they fight,
she goes to Friar Lawrence and threatens to commit suicide, she dinks the potion he
gives her.
Weds-Juliet’s body is found by the nurse and Romeo wrongly learns that she is dead.
Thurs-Romeo goes to her tomb, he fights with Paris and kills him, he kills himself,
Juliet wakes up to find Romeo dead and kills herself and the families end their feud!

•
•

Revision tasks-plot:
Read though the plot
summary and key scenes
information.
Create your own timeline,
as pictured, for Romeo
and Juliet (ideally use A3
paper-or stick to A4
pieces together!)

R&J Plot timeline

On your timeline highlight
the KEY scenes and
include quotations from
the play.
You could also identify
which themes are
prominent in each scene.

Revision tasks for the key scenes:
•
For each of the key scenes, highlighted with a
on the next few pages, you need
to create a separate revision card/poster for each scene.
•
Re-read the scene and include notes on: key characters, quotations, themes and
make links to the context.
The Prologue
• Introduces the two rival families: The Capulets and the Montagues and informs the
audience about the “ancient feud” It tells us that their children (Romeo and Juliet)
will meet and fall in love.
• We also learn that these “star crossed lovers” will take their own lives and only
then do their parents agree to end their feud.
NB/ the prologue is a sonnet
Act 1-scene 1-The street fight at the start
• The servants of both households taunt each other in the street and a violent fight
breaks. We are introduced to Tybalt, a hot-blooded Capulet, and Benvolio, a
peacekeeping Montague.
• The Prince arrives and stops the fight. He threatens the patriarchs of the families
that ‘If ever you disturb our streets again,/Your lives shall pay the forfeit of
the peace’ (The Prince) (I.1.90–1)
• After the fight we learn that Lady Montague is concerned about her son Romeo
and sends Benvolio to see how he is.
• The audience is then introduced to a lovesick Romeo who confides in Benvolio that
13
he is madly in love with a Capulet named Rosaline.
Underline or highlight the key information

ACT 1 continued…

Act 1 scene 2- Paris wants to marry Juliet

• Lord Capulet meets with Paris, a young nobleman, who asks his permission for
Juliet's hand in marriage.
• Lord Capulet believes Juliet is too young “my child is yet a stranger in the world”
(L8), but invites Paris to a feast that he is throwing, giving Paris an opportunity
to “woo” Juliet.
Lord Capulet talks very highly of Juliet: “she is the hopeful lady of my
earth” (L14)
• Meanwhile a servant delivering the invites bumps into Benvolio and Romeo, he asks
for their help in reading the invitations and, not knowing who they are, invites them
to the feast.

Act 1 scene 3-Juliet, Lady Capulet and the nurse

• Lady Capulet tells Juliet of Paris’ affection and tries to convince her to marry him.
• Juliet says that marriage is “an honor that I dream not of” (L68), but that she will
meet with Paris and see what he’s like.
• In this scene we see how Juliet ad the Nurse have a much closer relationship than
Juliet and her mother.
Act 1 Scene 4: Mercutio, Benvolio and Romeo (along with other “revellers” ) are
heading to the party. Mercutio mocks Romeo and his obsession with Rosaline. This is
the scene where he does his famous Queen Mab speech.
Act 1 scene 5- Tybalt threatens Romeo and Romeo and Juliet meet.
Tybalt threatens Romeo
• Romeo, Mercutio and Benvolio attend the feast.
• Romeo sees Juliet and falls madly in love with her.
• Tybalt hears Romeo’s voice and immediately recognises him to be a Montague. He
is furious that Romeo is dishonoring his family like this. He tells his servant to
“fetch me my rapier, boy” (L52) .
• Lord Capulet stops him from fighting, as he does not want to ruin the party and
tells Tybalt Romeo “shall be endured” (L74)
• Tybalt is still angry and promises to get revenge.
Romeo and Juliet meet
• Immediately after Tybalt’s threat Romeo and Juliet meet
• Their conversation is full of religious imagery (it is an extended religious
metaphor).
• Romeo calls Juliet a “saint” and refers to himself as a “pilgrim” who wants to rid his
soul of his sins. He says that only a kiss from a saint will do this.
• Juliet agrees to stay still so that he can kiss her. In kissing him Juliet makes the
logical leap that she now has Romeo’s sins and Romeo asks for them back “give me
my sin again” (L7) (in other words wants an excuse to kiss her again!)
• They kiss again but are then interrupted by the nurse. She tells Romeo that Juliet
is a Capulet and then reveals to Juliet that Romeo is “the only son of your great
enemy” (L134)
• Both are devastated by this.
NB-The first 14 lines of their conversation is a sonnet.
***
Underline or highlight the key information

ACT 2
Act 2: Prologue
Act 2 Scene 1: Mercutio and Benvolio are looking for Romeo after the “feast”.
Act 2 scene 2- The balcony scene
• On the night of the feast, Romeo climbs the wall into the Capulet Orchard and
sees Juliet at her window.
• Romeo declares his love for her and she declares it back, although she is more
cautious than Romeo and says that it is “too rash, too unadvis’d, too sudden’ (L118)
• Romeo asks her to marry him; she agrees.
• Juliet asks Romeo to arrange the wedding and send her the details the following
day.
Act 2 Scene 3: Romeo meets with the Friar to ask if he will marry Romeo and
Juliet. Despite the Friar’s reservations he agrees to marry the couple, hopeful about
the peace it could bring to the families.
Act 2 Scene 4: The Nurse meets with Romeo, Romeo tells her that Juliet should
meet him in Friar Laurence’s cell. They make plans for the wedding.
Act 2 Scene 5: The Nurse tells Juliet about what she and Romeo had discussed.
Act 2 Scene 6: In this scene, Romeo and Juliet are secretly married by the Friar.
The wedding itself happens offstage.
***
ACT 3
Act 3 scene 1 Mercutio and Tybalt fight-then Romeo kills Tybalt.
• The atmosphere changes dramatically at the start of the scene. Benvolio warns
Mercutio that “the day is hot,” and that he fears a “brawl” (L2-3)
• Tybalt arrives looking for Romeo (remember he has challenged Romeo to a dual).
• Mercutio is annoyed by Tybalt and begins to taunt him, which makes Tybalt more
annoyed.
• Romeo enters, having just married Juliet; Tybalt turns his attention from Mercutio
to Romeo and again challenges him calling him a “villain” (59)
• Romeo tells Tybalt that he is not a villain and that he will not fight with him saying
that he does “love thee better than thou canst devise” (L68).
• Mercutio is shocked by Romeo’s actions but in order to protect his friend’s honour
he challenges Tybalt.
• Mercutio and Tybalt fight; Romeo attempts to stop them, but Tybalt dramatically
stabs Mercutio “under Romeo’s arm” (L88).
• Mercutio jokes about his injuries at first “ask for me tomorrow and you shall find
me a grave man” (L95/6) However before he dies Mercutio curses the two
households “a plague o’ both your house” . He repeats this 3 times.
• Romeo is devastated by Mercutio’s death and believes that it was his marriage to
Juliet that made him effeminate-he believes he should have fought him.
• Tybalt then returns to the scene, Romeo draws his sword and they fight.
• In this scene we see a very different side to Romeo-he is so enraged and driven by
the need to avenge Mercutio’s death that he does not stop to think of the
consequences. He says “And fire eyed fury be my conduct now” (L122)
• He tells Tybalt that Mercutio’s soul is above them, waiting for one of them to join
him, He says “either thou or I, or both, must go with him” (L127)
• The Prince enters and declares that Romeo is banished.
Underline or highlight the key information

Act 3 continued…
Act 3 Scene 2: While Juliet waits at home for her new husband, the Nurse returns to
tell Juliet the news about Romeo’s banishment. Juliet is distraught about it.
Act 3 Scene 3: The Friar tells Romeo about his banishment and Romeo is troubled
and threatens to kill himself. The Nurse comes with news saying Juliet is in the same
state. The Friar comes through with a plan to save the couple. He sends Romeo
to Mantua.
Act 3 Scene 4: In light of Tybalt’s death, Capulet decides (in hopes of making Juliet
feel happier) that his daughter must marry Paris without asking her opinion.
Act 3 scene 5- Lord Capulet tells Juliet to marry Paris
• Just as Romeo sneaks out of Juliet’s window Lady Capulet arrives and tells her that
Lord Capulet has arranged for her to marry Paris. Juliet is devastated and tells Lady
Caoulet that she will not marry him.
• Lord Capulet arrives and is shocked and angry with Juliet and her disobedience.
During his outburst he calls her several names-“disobedient wretch” -and says that
if she does not marry him than he will “drag thee on a hurdle hither”. He also says
that she will be disowned and will no-longer be his daughter.
NB/ Remember how he spoke so lovingly about Juliet in A1S2-this outburst
highlights the patriarchal society of the time.

Act 4
Act 4 Scene 1- Juliet and Friar Lawrence plot
• Juliet, in desperation, goes to see Friar Lawrence
• She bumps into Paris at the Church and tries to avoid his questions about her feeling
for him.
• After Paris leaves, Juliet shows the Friar how desperate she is by threatening to
take her own life.
• The Friar convinces her that he can help and tells her about a potion that will allow
her to fake her own death.
• He suggests that this will give him time to get news to Romeo, who will then come to
the tomb for when she wakes and they can escape together.
• Juliet agrees and hastily takes the vial from him.
Act 4 Scene 2: Juliet comes back from the Friar’s cell revealing that she will marry
Paris and so the wedding preparations go ahead.
Act 4 Scene 3: Juliet soliloquises her fears about the plan but takes the potion.
Act 4 Scene 4: The Capulets prepare for the wedding.
Act 4 scene 5- Juliet is found dead and put in a tomb
• On the morning of the wedding the Nurse discovers Juliet’s body: “Alas, alas! Help,
help! My Lady’s dead”
• Lord and Lady Capulet are both distraught:
• Lady Capulet: “Revive look up or I will die with thee” (L19)
• Lord Capulet: “death lies on here like an untimely frost/upon the sweetest flower
of all the field” (L27-28)
• The Friar enters with Paris and confirms her death. The wedding day becomes Juliet’
funeral.
Underline or highlight the key information

Act 5

Act 5 Scene 1-Romeo is told that Juliet is dead
• Balthasar has hurried to Mantua to tell Romeo of Juliet’s death.
• Romeo is devastated and decides that he must be with Juliet.
• He decides that he is going to change his fate when he declares “Then I defy you
stars” (L124) and sets off for Verona via an apothecary who he intends to by poison
from.
Act 5 Scene 2: Friar John tells Friar Laurence that he was unable to give Romeo the
letter outlining the plan.
Act 5 Scene 3-The final scene
Romeo and Paris fight
• Paris has gone to Juliet’s tomb to mourn her death. When he sees Romeo arrive he is
furious as he blames Romeo for killing Tybalt as he believes it was Juliet’s grief for
Tybalt that killed her.
• They fight and Romeo kills him.
• Romeo feels sorry for Paris as he is aware that he was in love with Juliet as well.
Romeo and Juliet die
• Romeo sees Juliet-he comments on how beautiful she still looks and how “crimson”
her lips are still. After a long soliloquy Romeo drinks the poison and dies.
• Friar Lawrence arrives and sees Balthasar, who tells him Romeo is inside. He rushes
in, but it is too late-Romeo is dead.
• Juliet wakes up and sees that Romeo is dead. The Friar tries to convince her that
they need to run before they get found, but she refuses to leave Romeo. Friar
Lawrence is scared and runs.
• Juliet realises that Romeo has poisoned himself “and left no friendly drop/To help
me after? (L163-4)
• She hears a noise outside and quickly picks up Romeo’s dagger and stabs herself.
The families of the lovers enter-we learn that Lady Montague (Romeo’s mother has died
of grief.
The Prince forces The Friar to reveal what happened. He then tells the patriarchs that
they are to blame for this.
The play ends with Lord Capulet and Lord Montague agreeing to end the feud and make
peace.
Underline or highlight the key information

ROMEO

Romeo is the handsome young son of Lord
Montague. He isn’t interested in violent feuding;
his only interest is love. He begins the play madly
in love with Rosaline but forgets her immediately
upon meeting Juliet. He is impulsive and reckless.
He acts on emotion, taking huge risks by meeting
Juliet and killing Tybalt. His idealism and passion
are in contrast to Mercutio’s and the Nurse’s
scepticism.

“and fire-eyed fury be my conduct now!” (A3S1)
“Here's much to do with hate, but more with love.
Why, then, O brawling love! O loving hate!” (A1S1)
“It seems she hangs upon the cheek of night
like a rich jewel in an Ethiop’s ear –” (A1S5)
“my lips two blushing pilgrims stand
To smooth that rough touch with a tender kiss” (A1S5)
“either you, or I, or both must go with him” (A3S1)

Romeo and love
• He is impulsive when it comes to love-it
appears to consume him and drive his
actions.
• A Petrarchan lover: his love for Rosaline is
unrequited and he seems infatuated with
her-lust?
• A Courtly lover-his love for Juliet is
immediate (love at first sight). He uses
hyperbolic and romanticised language and
he is consumed by his feelings-he dies for
her.
Key events for
this character
1.
2.
3.
4.

Quote

Explanation
and link to
contxt

Hot-headed
Loyal
Emotional
passionate

Romantic
Determined
Naïve
impulsive

“I defy you stars” (A5S1)
“Juliet is the sun” (A2S2)

Romeo as a ‘tragic hero’
He is from a noble family and is well
respected.
• His Hamartia (impulsiveness) leads to
his downfall
• Love-when he woes Juliet
(despite knowing who she was)
• Anger-when he kills Tybalt.
• He has a sudden reversal in fortune
when he is banished.
Revision Tasks:

1. Match the key words to the
quotations above and prove why
you’ve done this.
2. Make a poster/revision card for
Romeo using this information (and
add to it by looking on Bitesize or
in your revision guide)
3. Copy and Complete this character
grid to pick out Romeo’s 4 key
moments and useful quotations
about him (you can use the plot
summary to help you also)

House Of Capulet

Juliet

Young daughter of Capulet and Lady Capulet-she
is just 13 years old. Great natural beauty. Begins
the play as naïve and obedient. Matures quickly
after falling in love with Romeo. Shakespeare
transforms her from girl to capable woman.
Shows great courage- defies her father’s order
to marry Paris and carries out the Friar’s plan.
Thinks things through thoroughly and intelligently.
Less impulsive than Romeo.

O serpent heart, hid with a flowering face! (A3S2)
“My only love sprung from my only hate
Too early seen unknown, and known too late!” (A1S5)
“[to Capulet] Henceforward I am ever ruled by you” (A4S2)
“O swear not by the moon, the inconstant moon” (A2S2)
“Not proud you have, but thankful that you have.
Proud can I never be of what I hate” (A3S5)
What’s in a name? That which we call a rose
By any other word would smell as sweet. (A2S2)
“O God, I have an ill-divining soul!
Methinks I see thee now, thou art so low,
As one dead in the bottom of a tomb”. (A3S5)
Why can Juliet not marry Paris in Act 3?
• Juliet has already married Romeo and they
have consummated the marriage-this makes it
binding in the eyes of God.
• Bigamy was a mortal sin (therefore she can’t
marry Paris)
• Divorce is not an option in the Catholic church.
• She is too scared of her father-if they find
out what she did, she will ruin her family’s
honor and be disowned.

Key events for
this character
1.
2.
3.
4.

Quote

Explanation
and link to
context

Innocent

Strong

Loyal

Loving

Brave

Defiant

“you kiss by th’ book” (A1S5)
Subverting gender roles
• At the beginning Juliet seems
obedient-she will look at Paris
and see whether she likes him.
• However this changes when she
meets Romeo.
• In the sonnet in Act 1.5, she
flirts back with him and
encourages him to kiss her.
• She is strong minded and
knows what she wants-she is
the one who talks Romeo into
proposing.
• She disobeys her father’s
wishes.

Revision Tasks:

1. Match the key words to the
quotations above and prove why
you’ve done this.
2. Make a poster/revision card for
Juliet using this information (and
add to it by looking on Bitesize or
in your revision guide)
3. Copy and Complete this character
grid to pick out Juliet’s 4 key
moments and useful quotations
about her (you can use the plot
summary to help you also)

House Of Capulet

Tybalt

Principal villain of the play. Has no interest in peace –
furious when Capulet stops him from fighting Romeo at
the party. Has an acute sense of pride and honour. Quick
to draw his sword if he feels dishonoured. Ridiculed by
Mercutio for his vanity and fashion sense. Known as the
‘Prince of Cats’ – he is predatory, agile and territorial.
He challenges Romeo to a dual and kills Mercutio.

“This intrusion, now seeming sweet,
will convert to bitterest gall” 1.5)

Belligerent Loyal

Hateful

Short-tempered

Proud

Humourless
To Romeo “-thou art a villain.” (3.1)

“It fits, when such a villain is a guest:
I'll not endure him.” (1.5)

“This, by his voice, should be a Montague.
Fetch me my rapier, boy.” (1.5)
“What, drawn, and talk of peace! I hate the word,
as I hate hell, all Montagues, and thee [Benvolio]. (1.1)”
“To strike him dead I hold it not a sin” (1.5)

Role in the play: Tybalt is a character used
by Shakespeare to perhaps highlight the
danger of revenge and hostility. His
aggression is consistent throughout his three
appearances in the play and his character
perhaps symbolises the danger of patriarchal
norms of male aggression.
How his death is the turning point in the
play:
• Romeo is banished for his murder
• Juliet is devastated (mainly because
Romeo is exiled)
• Lord Capulet thinks that the way to
cheer her up is to arrange her wedding
to Paris.
• The threat of a wedding causes her to
drink the Friar’s potion-which leads to
the death of both Romeo and Juliet.

Unforgiving

He is called
“prince of Cats”
and “good king of
cats”

Revision Tasks:

1. Match the key words to the
quotations above and prove why
you’ve done this.
2. Make a poster/revision card for
TYbalt using this information
(and add to it by looking on
Bitesize or in your revision
guide)
3. Copy and Complete this
character grid to pick out
Tybalt’s 4 key moments and
useful quotations about him (you
can use the plot summary to
help you also)
Key events for Quote
this character
1.
2.
3.
4.

Explanation
and link to
context

Mercutio

Romeo’s best friend and the Prince’s cousin.
Entertaining, high-energy and comedic, but also
displays dark bitterness. Extremely witty and
imaginative, often uses puns, even during own death.
Loves wordplay, especially sexual innuendo. Finds
Romeo’s romanticised ideas tiresome and views love
cynically. Blames his own death on the Capulets and
Montagues, as opposed to fate. Despite being Romeo’s
best friend Romeo does not confide in him-probably
because of his views on love

“If love be rough with you, be rough with love;
prick love for pricking, and you beat love down.” (1.4)

Entertaining Witty Funny
Unpredictable
Crude
Hot-headed
Cynical

“Tybalt, you rat catcher, will you walk” (3.1)

“Why the devil came you
between us? I was hurt under
your arm” (3.1)

“A plague o' both your houses! I am sped.” (3.1)
“O calm dishonourable, vile submission!” (3.1)

[To Tybalt] “And but one word with one of us?
Couple it with something. Make it a word and a blow.”(3.1)
Ask for me tomorrow and you shall find me a grave man” (3.1)
Blank verse or prose? Prose is often
reserved for Shakespeare’s lower class
characters, however Mercutio uses both
Prose and blank verse depending on who he is
speaking to. He uses blank verse when he
mocks the nurse in act 2 (possibly, to
highlight her lower status) and when he is
speaking with Romeo and Benvolio-they are
friends and so he speaks casually. He uses
blank verse when he speaks to Tybalt, which
shows him acknowledging Tybalt’s status.
When he is stabbed, he reverts to prose,
suggesting that he has lost respect.
Role in the play: Through Mercutio,
Shakespeare perhaps explores the danger of
male aggression. Although Mercutio is a comic
character, it is his aggression and murder
that perhaps creates the tragedy at the end
of the play.

Revision Tasks:

1. Match the key words to the
quotations above and prove why
you’ve done this.
2. Make a poster/revision card for
Mercutio using this information
(and add to it by looking on
Bitesize or in your revision
guide)
3. Copy and Complete this
character grid to pick out
Mercutio’s 4 key moments and
useful quotations about him (you
can use the plot summary to
help you also)
Key events for Quote
this character
1.
2.
3.

4.

Explanation
and link to
contxt

Friar
Lawrence

Friend to both Romeo and Juliet. Moderate and
kind, always has a practical solution. Marries R &
J in secret, uses knowledge of potions to devise
plan for them to be together. Hopes their union
will bring peace to city. However, also scheming
and mystical - involved in all of the most
secretive aspects of plot. His actions set in
motion the fateful tragedy.

"Wisely and slow. They stumble that run fast.“ (2.3)
"For this alliance may so happy prove
to turn your households' rancour to pure love.“ (2.3)

Paternal confidant wise
Sympathetic
cautionary
Hopeful
remorseful
“I dare not stay.“ (5.3)

"Young men's love then lies,
not truly in the hearts, but in their eyes.“ (2.3)
"These violent delights have violent ends.“ (2.6)

To Romeo “There aren’t thou
happy…there aren’t thou
happy…there aren’t thou
happy?“(3.3)

His role in the play:
Despite not being a major character
on stage, Friar Lawrence plays a vital
role in the events of the play: he
marries Romeo and Juliet, plans
Juliet’s ‘fake death’ and fails to get
the letter to Romeo-which ultimately
leads to their deaths.
Some may describe him as the most
scheming and secretive figure in the
play.

Link to context

Revision Tasks:

1. Match the key words to the quotations
above and prove why you’ve done this.
2. Make a poster/revision card for Friar
Lawrence using this information (and
add to it by looking on Bitesize or in
your revision guide)
3. Copy and Complete this character grid
to pick out the Friar’s 4 key moments
and useful quotations about him (you can
use the plot summary to help you also)
Key events for
this character
1.

Friar Lawrence was a Catholic priestthis may be why he is seen to be
responsible for the deaths of Romeo
and Juliet.

2.
3.
4.

Quote

Explanation and
link to context

Nurse

She is Juliet's wet nurse and acts like a mother
to Juliet- she has raised her from birth. Kindhearted and caring but often vulgar and
rambling. She is Juliet’s confidante for most of
the play but ultimately cannot understand
Juliet’s love for Romeo. Advocates a second
marriage to ‘good-looking’ Paris. Views love
sexually.

“Beshrew my very heart, I think you are happy in
this second match, for it excels your first.” (3.5)

She is often used for comic relief.
Her scenes are often placed between
scenes of tension and drama in order
to heighten the suspense.
She would appeal to the lower class
audience members.

Use of language

She often uses crude language and
makes lots of innuendos.

humorous

“will you speak well of him that kill’d
your cousin?” (3.2)

Revision Tasks:

1. Match the key words to the quotations
above and prove why you’ve done this.
2. Make a poster/revision card for The
Nurse using this information (and add to
it by looking on Bitesize or in your
revision guide)
3. Copy and Complete this character grid
to pick out the Nurse’s 4 key moments
and useful quotations about her (you can
use the plot summary to help you also)
Key events for
this character
1.

The Nurse speaks in prose to
highlight her lower status.

crude

“Bigger women grow by
men” 1.3

[To Romeo] “If ye should lead her into a fool’s
paradise, as they say, it were a very gross kind
of behaviour.” (2.4)

Her role in the play:

Protective out-spoken
Caring

“Thou wast the prettiest babe that e'er I
nursed.” (1.3)

“I think it best you married with the
County. Oh, he's a lovely gentleman.
Romeo's a dishclout to him. (3.5)

Maternal Confrontational

2.
3.
4.

Quote

Explanation and
link to context

House Of Capulet

Lady Capulet

Juliet’s mother and Capulet’s wife. She is much
younger than Capulet and gave birth very young.
She is keen for Juliet to marry Paris.
Ineffectual mother-she relies on the Nurse for
practical and emotional support. Can be cold –
she is unsympathetic to Juliet for weeping over
Tybalt’s death. Appears genuinely distraught
however at Juliet’s death. Has no power over her
husband.
Cruel

“I beg for justice, which thou, prince, must give
Romeo slew Tybalt, Romeo must not live.” (3.5)

un-maternal

Powerless

unloving

Aggressive
“Talk not to me, for I'll not speak a word:
do as thou wilt, for I have done with thee.” (3.5)

“you are too hot” (3.5)

“I would the fool were married to her wedding bed” (3.5)
Nurse, give leave a while… Nurse come back again. (1.3)
“O me, O me! My child, my only life,
revive, look up, or I will die with thee!” (4.5
Link to context
Lady Capulet conforms to the
traditional role of women in
Elizabethan England:
• She married when she was young
• It is hinted that her marriage to
Capulet was arranged.
• She believes that her daughter
should marry for social advances.
• She ran the domestic duties of the
house
• She had no power over her husbandthis is most notable in Act 3 scene
5-she believes that Capulet is being
too harsh on Juliet, but she is
powerless to stop it.
• She sticks by her husband-she is
willing to disown her own daughter in
order to carry out Lord Capulet’s
wishes.

Lady Capulet is obsessed
with appearances and with
advancing Juliet’s social
station. She has no idea of
her daughter’s true feelingsnor does she seem to care.

Revision Tasks:

1. Match the key words to the quotations
above and prove why you’ve done this.
2. Make a poster/revision card for Lady
Capulet using this information (and add
to it by looking on Bitesize or in your
revision guide)
3. Copy and Complete this character grid
to pick out Lady Capulet’s 4 key
moments and useful quotations about
her (you can use the plot summary to
help you also)
Key events for
this character
1.
2.
3.
4.

Quote

Explanation and
link to context

House Of Capulet

Lord Capulet

Head of the Capulet house and Juliet’s father.
He seeks to marry Juliet to Paris, but at the
beginning of the play he wants to wait until she
is ready. He is controlling and quickly loses his
temper when questioned by anybody (e.g Lady
Capulet, Tybalt, Juliet.) He welcomes Romeo to
his party despite being a Montague to preserve
the peace. He expresses genuine remorse over
the feud at the end of the play and resolves to
end the fighting.

“My sword, I say! Old Montague is come, and
flourishes his blade in spite of me.” (1.1)

Controlling
Short-tempered

“she will be ruled in all respects by me” (3.4)

Caring

cruel

Traditional
“I would not for the wealth of all the town here in my
house do him [Romeo] disparagement.” (1.5)

powerful/patriarchal

“How now, wife!?
Have you deliver'd to her our decree?” (3.5)

“She’s the hopeful lady of my
earth” (1.2)

“My child is yet a stranger in the word” (1.2)

“I will drag thee on a hurdle
hither. (3.5)

Link to context:
Lord Capulet is presented as
a traditional patriarch.
• He is wealthy and
powerful.
• He is well respected.
• He seems to be the only
one who can control
Tybalt.

Revision Tasks:

1. Match the key words to the quotations above and
prove why you’ve done this.
2. Make a poster/revision card for Lord Capulet
using this information and your own research.
3. Copy and Complete this character grid to pick out
Capulet’s 4 key moments and useful quotations
about him (you can use the plot summary to help
you also) Key events for
Quote
Explanation and
this character
1.

• He is controlling

2.

• He is interested in
advancing his family’s
name by marrying Juliet
to Paris.

3.
4.

link to context

Benvolio

Romeo’s cousin and Mercutio’s friend.
Thoughtful and benevolent, tries to help Romeo
overcome his heartache for Rosaline. Makes
consistent efforts to diffuse violent situations.
Mercutio, however, accuses him of having a
temper in private. Trusted and honest figure:
the Prince relies on him for truthful account of
Mercutio and Tybalt’s deaths.

“I pray thee, good Mercutio, let's retire: the
day is hot… we shall not scrape a brawl”(3.1)

Reasonable
Loyal
Thoughtful

“No, coz, I rather weep […]
at thy good heart’s oppression.” (1.1)

Peacemaker
Trustworthy
Kind

“I do but keep the peace: (1.1)

“Either withdraw unto some private place, and reason
coldly of your grievances, or else depart.” (3.1)
“Romeo, away, be gone! The Prince will doom thee death,
if thou art taken. Hence, be gone, away!” (3.1)

He is persuasive and
assertive with his
language, without being
aggressive.

“Put up thy swords, you know not what you do” (1.1)

Role in the play:
Through Benvolio, Shakespeare
perhaps explores a male character
who does not necessarily conform to
patriarchal norms. His name has
echoes of the Latin word ‘bene’
meaning ‘good’ encouraging us to see
him as a force for good in the play.
However, the fact he is unsuccessful
at keeping the peace suggests that
Shakespeare has a rather pessimistic
view of society and their ability to
follow rules.

Revision Tasks:

1. Match the key words to the quotations
above and prove why you’ve done this.
2. Make a poster/revision card for Benvolio
using this information (and add to it by
looking on Bitesize or in your revision
guide)
3. Copy and Complete this character grid
to pick out Benvolio’s 4 key moments and
useful quotations about him (you can use
the plot summary to help you also)
Key events for
this character
1.

In the beginning of Act 3, Benvolio’s
warning creates a foreboding
atmosphere and sets the tone for the
scene.

2.
3.
4.

Quote

Explanation and
link to context

For this section of the workbook you are about to look at some of the most important
themes and motifs.
A theme is an idea or underlying message that runs throughout the play.
A motif is a repeated idea/symbol used throughout the play to reinforce the main themes.

Revision Task
• Read through the notes, highlight key pieces of information.
• Create a revision poster or revision card for EACH key theme-you should include on
this card/poster the following:
1. Where the theme is evident (key events) in the play and how it develops
2. Which character is linked to this theme and why
3. At least 2-4 key quotes for this theme, with an explanation of how it shows
the theme.
4. An analysis of the quotation.
5. A link to the context-does this develop your understanding of the theme?
6. Challenge: explain also the author’s purpose-what do you think Shakespeare
is trying to tell the audience through the use of this theme?

Main Motifs
Light and Darkness
Juliet is compared to light throughout the
play by Romeo. As indicated in ‘ the
torches to turn bright’, ‘the sun’ who can
‘kill the envious moon. ’ Her eyes are like ‘
fairest stars in all heaven’. Romeo is also
described with imagery related to light
and is compared to light which illuminates
the darkness. Their love is associated
with darkness – full of mystery and
emotion. The night time becomes their
time to pledge their love, elope and
commit suicide – the night conceals their
desires and activities. They become brave
and bold at night and their love is
shrouded in mystery. The night provides a
haven and offers them the privacy they
require to nurture their love and
demonstrate their affection.

Poison
Poison is a symbol in the play for the toxic
relationship between the Capulets and the
Montagues. Poison becomes a powerful
tool of change. Romeo and Juliet’s future
was irrevocably changed by the poison
which was meant to assist them to be
together. The poison potion brings fatal
consequences to both lovers. Like the
Capulets and Montagues, poison is not
deadly in itself, but becomes dangerous,
when human beings interfere with it.
Similarly, both Romeo and Juliet’s love is
not unnatural, but due to familial, social
and public pressure and interference,
their love is turned into an unnecessary
fatal tragedy. Furthermore, the ego,
pride and honour of the two families
prevent them from being civil and
compassionate and therefore hostile and
aggressive.

Love
The theme of love is interwoven into every scene in the play; it is presented
as a violent, ecstatic, overpowering force that supersedes all other values,
loyalties, and emotions. In the course of the play, the young lovers are
driven to defy their entire social world due to their love for each other.
Although the play focuses on romantic love, specifically the intense passion
that springs up at first sight between Romeo and Juliet, Shakespeare
explores many different forms of love:
Love is presented in many different forms:
Unrequited love -portrayed through Romeo’s infatuation with Rosaline.
True/pure love-The religious imagery used when Romeo and Juliet meet
shows their love as pure and spiritual.
Love as a powerful healer of problems – the love between Romeo and
Juliet helps heal the rift between the families, but at the cost of their lives.
Love as irresponsible – Shakespeare shows love as irresponsible as Romeo
and Juliet’s actions lead to a lot of conflict and violence – such as the fight
between Mercutio, Tybalt; the deaths of Tybalt and Mercutio; Romeo’s
killing of Paris in desperation to be with her; and the death of Lady
Montague who dies after Romeo’s banishment
Erotic Love – the lustful love of the flesh and pleasure of sex – this is
hinted at a lot in the play and Romeo and Juliet consummate their marriage
the night before Romeo heads into exile; the Nurse also makes reference to
sexual innuendo and sex, as well as Mercutio, Sampson an Gregory.
Filial (devoted) love – the love of a parent for a son / daughter is in the
play, but not always as straightforward, for example the enforced arranged
marriage for Juliet to Paris can be seen as completely against the filial love
of a parents for a child, as Juliet does not want to marry Paris, but the
parents do try and work out what they think is best for Juliet, as Paris is
rich and she will have a comfortable life. Lord Capulet also shows his love for
Juliet at the beginning of the play when he is discussing her to Paris
Platonic Love – this is love that is considered friendly – these relationships
can be seen with Friar Lawrence and Romeo, Mercutio and Benvolio and
Romeo, it is interesting that Tybalt does not seem to have a platonic
relationship and is seen as the most aggressive and violent, whereas,
Benvolio, Romeo and to some extent Mercutio are shown as more temperate
and calmer individuals

Death

As with any tragedy deaths are inevitable, as highlighted to us in
the prologue. Shakespeare personifies death in order to
highlight the significance of it. Death in Romeo and Juliet can be
seen to be both positive and negative:
Death as a negative event – the deaths of Mercutio, Tybalt,
Lady Montague all bring about negative impacts, with Mercutio’s
murder leading Romeo to kill Tybalt
Death as a positive event – the deaths of R & J brings the end
to the family feud and also a chance of peace

Key moments
1.1-Romeounrequited love
1.5-Romeo
meets Juliet
2.2-Balcony
scene
2.3-Friar’s
mission to bring
the two families
together
2.6-Frair’s
marriage advice
5.3-Suicide of
R&J

Key moments
Prologue introduces the theme.
1.1-Tybalt’s death threat
3.1-Mercutio’s death
3.1-Tybalt’s death
3.4 Juliet’s premonition
4.1-Juliet’s death threat.
4.4-Juliet’s body is found
5.3-Death is personified
29
5.3-the suicide of R&J

Fate

The theme of fate is very important to Romeo and Juliet. Shakespeare
explores the idea that there is a powerful force that has already
created the path our lives will take. Through the prologue at the
beginning of the play, Shakespeare highlights the inevitability of fatehe tells the audience that the “star-crossed lovers” will die. This notion
of the stars and the way that they control our destiny is referred to
throughout the play: before the ball Romeo has a premonition that
something bad will happen; both Romeo and Juliet reference what they
see in the stars, they have visions of their deaths; and both Romeo and
Friar Lawrence show anger towards the stars and fate. The series of
unfortunate accidents towards the end of the play thwart Friar
Lawrence’s plan and eventually result in Romeo and Juliet committing
suicide, thus adding to the sense of fate.
Through the theme of fate Shakespeare could be showing us how
powerless we are as human beings and how strict social structures
were-both Romeo and Juliet have to die because their love goes against
the natural order. However, Shakespeare’s own beliefs at the time were
that although fate existed, we had a certain amount of freewill and
that the choices we made could ultimately change our destiny. This may
explain the visions-they were warnings to help steer Romeo and Juliet
to a different path, however they chose to ignore them perhaps
highlighting the immaturity of young lovers.

Conflict and Violence

Conflict and violence are key themes within any tragedy.
Shakespeare establishes the importance of these themes from the
very beginning of the play: the prologue sets the scene of the
‘ancient grudge’ and the fight that breaks out in Act 1 Scene 1, from
a small insult (thumb biting), demonstrates how quickly the conflict
can be escalated and result in violence. This escalation is often as a
result of masculinity and male pride-Shakespeare shows the audience
the lengths that the families will go to defend their pride. The fact
that Shakespeare positions this scene at opening of the play is a key
structural technique to show how conflict and violence drives the
plot.
Violence is often as a result of revenge- violence dominates the
first part of the play with the opening scene showing the feud
between the families; then the death of Mercutio and Tybalt in Act
3; the death of Paris is also another act of violence – these acts who
about violence is used to satisfy the character selfish needs to be
considered powerful and for revenge
Shakespeare uses conflict as a way of building tension within the
play. He shows two different types of conflict:
● External conflict- which is shown through the disputes and
fighting between the Montagues and the Capulets.
● Internal conflict- which is the mental struggle characters may
feel towards their feelings and what is happening to them. Juliet
experiences a lot of internal conflict as she struggles between her
love for Romeo and her family.

Key moments
Prologue introduces
the theme.
1.4-Romeo’s
premonition
2.2-Juliet senses
danger
3.1-Romeo’s murder
of Tybalt
3.5 Juliet’s
premonition
5.1 Romeo claims he
will defy his fate
5.3 Romeo’s suicide
and Juliet waking
up

Key moments
Prologue introduces
the theme.
1.1-The civil brawl.
1.5-Capulet prevents
violence
2.6-Friar’s warning
3.1-Mercutio/Tybalt
fighting
3.5-Capulet threatens
Juliet
4.3-Juliet’s violent
fears
5.3-Death of Paris and
R&J.

Honour
Honour dominates a lot of the actions of the
characters.
All Tybalt’s actions are governed by honour for the
family name of Capulet.
The marriage between Paris and Juliet is all about
Capulet’s family honour to have his only daughter have
a good marriage to a powerful and rich man of Verona.
Mercutio fights Tybalt, because Romeo does not bow
to the honour of accepting a duel
Romeo then kills Tybalt to restore the honour of
Mercutio

Key moments
Prologue introduces the theme
1.2- Capulet’s discussion with Paris
2.2- Juliet’s questions the importance of
names
3.1 Mercutio’s shock at Romeo’s
submission
3.2-Juiet’s dilemma (Tybalt and Romeo)
3.5-Capulet’s anger at Juliet
4.2-Juliet’s fake obedience restores the
family unit
5.3 the families are united

Gender roles

Gender is an important theme within Romeo and Juliet as it contributes to
the characters and their development. However, it can still be a source of
conflict as the characters do not always adhere to the roles which they
are traditionally supposed to fulfil. It is important to note that even
though the play is set in a patriarchal society which was oppressive to
women, men also had their own social rules that they had to follow.
Men as authority – are always shown in positions of power and authority,
Capulet, Montague, Tybalt, Friar Lawrence and the Prince
Men as troublemakers – all the problems in the play seem to stem from
men; Tybalt’s hatred of the Montagues; Romeo’s impulsiveness in killing
Tybalt and Paris
Women in a lower status – the female characters are all show to be
beneath men in power and status; Lady Capulet supports Capulet in the
forced marriage to Paris and not Juliet; The Nurse also seems to support
the Paris marriage even knowing that Juliet is married to Romeo; Lady
Montague dies as she cannot live with the banishment of Romeo
Women as strong characters – Juliet does show some strength and
independence of mind in the play, as she tries to avoid marrying Paris and
also helps forge the play to escape her marriage

Isolation

Although many of the scenes in Romeo and Juliet portray the interaction
of characters, there are many in which the characters are in physical
isolation. It is often these moments that the audience finds out the inner
feelings of the character (perhaps through a soliloquy), which makes them
more relatable.
Juliet-She notes that much of their relationship is at night time-their
love is therefore hidden and isolated from the world, perhaps highlighting
that it is forbidden.
Juliet also isolates herself by the end of the play-she no-longer confides
in the Nurse and turns her away taking the potion alone.
Romeo-At the beginning of the play he spends much of his time alone as
he despairs over his unrequited love.
He is also portrayed as being separate from the other male characters, as
he tries to avoid getting caught up in the male fighting and is shown as
being more effeminate than the other men.

Key moments
1.1-The brawl and the
Prince
1.5-Lord Capulet and
Tybalt
2.2-Juliet leads
Romeo into a
proposal.
2.4-Mercutio mocks
the nurse
3.1-the fight
3.5 Lady Capulet and
the Nurse
4.2-Julet and Friar
hatch the plan.
5.3-Juliet’s suicide.

Key moments
1.4 Romeo’s
lovesick isolation
3.2- Juliet learns
of Romeo’s
banishment
3.3-Romeo talks to
the Friar about his
banishment
4.1-Juliet s
suicidal
4.3-Juliet takes
the potion alone

What to expect in the exam
• There will be lots of question in your paper, about lots of different books, you just need
to find the question for Romeo and Juliet and answer this one.
• It will have an extract from the book printed in the paper.
• It will briefly tell you where the extract comes from in the story and what is happening.
• It will ask “Starting with this extract…” and then ask you to write about either a
character or theme.
• There are 2 bullet points which remind you of what to do: write about the extract and
write about the novel as a whole
• This question is worth 30 marks (+ 4 marks for AO4)

Top tips:
• Spend 45 minutes on this question
• Highlight the key words in the question FIRST so that you’re focused on that
specifically all the time (As you can see the example below)
• Highlight 3 key quotes in the extract which match the question focus
• Make a QUICK plan in the question paper so you know which other parts of the play
you’ll mention

How should you structure your answer
Option A:
• Write about the extract first.
• Write detailed analysis of 3 quotes from
the extract constantly linking to the
question focus.
• Bring in some context information that is
relevant.
• Write about the rest of the play
second. Try and cover 2 or 3 other key
moments including a quote for each.
• Use language analysis on your quotes.
• Mention relevant context information.

Option B:

• Choose the 3 key quotes from the extract
coming up with a point to answer the question
for each. Then match them up with 3 relevant
bits from the rest of the play that also
support each point.
• When writing your paragraphs, write about the
quote from the extract, then about the
relevant section from the wider novel along with
it.
• Then move on to your next quote from the
extract and repeat the process.

Neither way is ‘right’ or ‘better’, you just need to find which one works best for you.

The Mark Scheme
You can see that it is broken down into the requirements for each assessment objective.

The top of the mark scheme
Grade 8
and 9
answers
in this
level.

Grade 7+
answers
in this
level

The middle of the mark scheme

Look here
if you’re
aiming for
Grade 5
or 6

Grade 4
would be
in this
section

The bottom of the mark scheme
A much
clearer
version of
the ark
scheme can
be found on
the AQA
website
https://filestore
.aqa.org.uk/sampl
e-papers-andmarkschemes/2018/j
une/AQA87021-W-MSJUN18.PDF

The Assessment objectives- The AOs
A01
(12)

A02
(12)
A03
(12)
A04
(12)

Read, understand and respond to texts.
Students should be able to:
•
Maintain a critical style and develop an informal personal
response.
•
Use textual references, including quotations, to support and
illustrate interpretations.
Analyse the language, form and structure used by a writer to create
meanings and effects, using relevant subject terminology where
appropriate
Show understanding of the relationships between texts and contexts
in which they were written.
Use a range of vocabulary and sentence structures for clarity, purpose
and effect, with accurate spelling and punctuation.

These are the
assessment objectives
that the examiner will
be looking for you to
meet.
It’s important that you
cover all of them in
your writing.

A04 is only assessed
on the R&J question

Assessment objectives-Can you spot them in action?
Example – I’ve identified the 3 AOs in this paragraph.
In this extract, the crude nature of Sampson and Gregory’s language shows how
their hostility is directed not only at their male rivals, but also at women too.
When the warring servants come face to face, Sampson bawdily claims that his
“naked weapon is out”.
This metaphor may have two possible
interpretations: on one hand, “naked weapon” here refers to his sword, showing
on a practical level that he is ready to fight and that he is fearless and
courageous in front of his enemy. However, on the other hand this could also be
a phallic metaphor for his genitalia suggesting that he is highlighting his
masculinity and exerting his dominance over women.
This idea builds on
his earlier comment about “thrust(ing)” the maids to the wall- a violent and
aggressive action highlighting his disrespect and disregard for women which was
so prevalent in Elizabethan society at the time.
AO2

AO1

AO3

Revision Task
Read the example paragraph below and highlight where each of the AOs have been
met. They are not necessarily in the same place as the above example-so make sure
you read it carefully.
Male aggression can also be seen in this extract through the insults used by Sampson
and the way in which the Abraham responds. Throughout this conversation Gregory
and Abraham repeat the phrase “bite my thumb”; this was considered to be an
offensive act in the 16th Century, similar to a hand gesture in today’s society, and
would have been used to insult someone and entice violence. The verb “bite” connotes
images of violence and aggression-the monosyllabic words used in the insult
emphasises them and the intended aggression behind them. Abraham understands the
symbolic meaning behind the this offense and questions Sampson on it. Once Sampson
realizes that he may be in legal trouble if he admits to the insult “is the law of our
side” , he then denies biting his thumb at Abraham “I do not bite my thumb at you,
sir”. Shakespeare could be highlighting the immaturity and false bravado of these men
and their need to appear masculine.

Romeo and Juliet – Model Answer – Grade 8+
Shakespeare explores the conflict between romantic love and love for family in both the extract and the play
as a whole. He shows examples of courtly love (such as in this extract) and also the consequences of breaking
the conventions of courtly love such as the tragic death of the eponymous protagonists which could arguably
be seen as a punishment for the transgression of the boundaries of courtly love. Finally, Shakespeare looks at
the importance of family love and the responsibilities this involves, something exaggerated in its significance
by the Italian setting – a context where family comes above all.
In this extract, Shakespeare uses oxymorons to illustrate Romeo’s experience of heart break in his courtly
love for Rosaline. The phrase “O heavy lightness” shows the positive and negative feelings Romeo is
experiencing as “lightness” connotes the joy and elated feelings of love where the adjective “heavy”
represents Romeo’s despair because his love is unrequited. Furthermore, Shakespeare hints at the power of
love when Benvolio refers to love as being “tyrannous” and Romeo supports this by personifying love and
talking about “his will”. Both quotes show love as powerful and dictatorial and this links to the play more
broadly because it is love which has the power to compel Romeo and Juliet to their impulsive actions and
ultimately has the power to command their deaths.
Shakespeare also uses this extract to show the family love between Benvolio and Romeo. Benvolio is presented
as a loving cousin here in the line “I rather weep” … “at thy good hearts oppression” which shows his sympathy
and desire for Romeo’s happiness. Shakespeare uses this to encourage the audience’s positive impression of
Benvolio who is one of the most noble and loyal characters in the play. By contrast, Romeo does not appear to
have so much loyalty and interest in his family. When seeing the blood on Benvolio’s clothes he asks “O me!
What fray was here?” but this turns out to be a rhetorical question when he says “Yet tell me not,” This
contrasts with Benvolio’s evident concern for Romeo later in the extract. Romeo’s disinterest contrasting with
Benvolio’s loyalty is something which is paralleled later in the play when Romeo, unlike Benvolio, puts his
feelings for Juliet above his love for his family; the fight Benvolio has just come from was the direct result
of Tybalt’s challenge and insult to the Montague family showing Benvolio puts family loyalty first, but when
Romeo is put in Benvolio’s position he ignores his family love and loyalty and refuses the challenge which
ultimately causes the death of Mercutio, a key part of the tragedy. This proves that Romeo made a wrong
decision and should have acted as Benvolio did to show his love for his family.
In the rest of the play, Shakespeare shows Romeo and Juliet’s love progress from courtly love to marriage.
At the Capulet party Romeo describes Juliet using the metaphor “a snowy dove trooping with crows”. This use
of contrast demonstrates how Juliet stands out from the crowd and has replaced all other women in his eyes.
When considered in relation to the extract, it shows how shallow and changeable Romeo’s love is which
heightens the tragedy of the play itself as he dies purely for a rushed idea of love based on physical
attraction. Furthermore, he refers to her as a “jewel” in an “eithop’s ear” which again suggests that she is
radiant and beautiful, but “jewel” particularly connotes something valuable and precious showing Romeo’s
increasing attraction towards her. However, this quote also objectifies Juliet which, whilst seemingly a
compliment, could actually reflect the fact that Romeo is not so much in love with her as he is in love with the
concept of love itself – it’s not her as a woman he is interested in, but her as an object for his admiration.
Both the lovers’ first meeting and the balcony scene show Romeo and Juliet transgressing the boundaries of
courtly love. Their first conversation at the party is written in 14 lines of dialogue which make up a traditional
sonnet, a form of poetry primarily used for expressing love highlighting the key theme here. The presentation
of love in these lines uses an extended metaphor of Juliet as a saint and Romeo as a pilgrim which seems
traditional of courtly love as Juliet in her role as a saint would be unattainable and to be loved from afar.
However, the kiss instigated by Romeo is the first point at which they start to turn courtly love into physical
love and triggers the beginning of their tragic fall. The balcony scene acts as a parallel to this first meeting
as it begins with courtly love as Romeo admires Juliet on her balcony high above him and unattainable.
However, in this scene it is Juliet who starts to push against the traditional boundaries of courtly love when
she asks is “thy purpose marriage”. In the time period this would have been seen as extremely unusual as
marriage for a young woman like Juliet was entirely a matter for her father and usually a transaction centred
on wealth or political alliance. The original audience would have been shocked at Juliet’s forwardness in this
scene. Both scenes show the transgression of the boundaries of courtly love and a rush into marriage and
physical love, something which Friar Lawrence warned Romeo against with his words “wisely and slow, they
stumble that run fast” – words that foreshadow the problems and ultimate tragedy of Romeo and Juliet’s
relationship. The tragedy could also be read as a punishment for Romeo and Juliet going against the love and
marital conventions of their time.
Lastly, Shakespeare shows the conflict of this romantic love with a love at the heart of the Italian society in
which the play is set: family love. It is Juliet and Romeo’s determination to put their infatuation above their
love and loyalty to their families which leads to their tragic demise. Lord Capulet’s angry outburst when Juliet
refuses to marry the man of his choice would have been traditional of the time period due to the patriarchal
society; it reinforces the fact that Juliet is making the wrong choice and had she followed her father’s
instructions rather than rebelling she would not have met her tragic death. Romeo too ignores his family
loyalty when challenged by Tybalt. Honour and defending yourself and family in the face of insults was
particularly important in the time period so Romeo’s response to Tybalt would have been surprising and
frowned upon. Fate also refuses to allow Romeo to make this choice as, due to the death of Mercuito, he is
forced to fight Tybalt anyway, again suggesting that it is wrong to put a romantic infatuation above your love
and loyalty to your family.

Revision checklist

