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YEAR 10 and YEAR 11 CHALLENGE READS 

 

The Great Gatsby by F. Scott Fitzgerald 

Young, handsome and fabulously rich, Jay Gatsby is the bright star of the Jazz 

Age, but as writer Nick Carraway is drawn into the decadent orbit of his Long 

Island mansion, where the party never seems to end, he finds himself faced by 

the mystery of Gatsby's origins and desires. 

Beneath the shimmering surface of his life, Gatsby is hiding a secret: a silent longing that can 

never be fulfilled. And soon, this destructive obsession will force his world to unravel.  

The Great Gatsby is F. Scott Fitzgerald's brilliant fable of the hedonistic excess and tragic 

reality of 1920s America. 

 

The Catcher in the Rye by J.D. Salinger 

It's Christmas and Holden Caulfield has just been expelled from yet another 

school. Fleeing the crooks at Pencey Prep, he pinballs around New York City 

seeking solace in fleeting encounters. The city is beautiful and terrible, in all its 

neon loneliness and seedy glamour, its mingled sense of possibility and 

emptiness. Holden passes through it like a ghost, thinking always of his kid sister 

Phoebe, the only person who really understands him, and his determination to 

escape the phonies and find a life of true meaning. 

 

Animal Farm by George Orwell 

A farm is taken over by its overworked, mistreated animals. With flaming idealism 

and stirring slogans, they set out to create a paradise of progress, justice, and 

equality. Thus the stage is set for one of the most telling satiric fables ever penned 

–a razor-edged fairy tale for grown-ups that records the evolution from revolution 

against tyranny to a totalitarianism just as terrible. 
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Slaughterhouse-Five by Kurt Vonnegut Jr. 

Selected by the Modern Library as one of the 100 best novels of all time, 

Slaughterhouse-Five, an American classic, is one of the world's great antiwar 

books. Centering on the infamous firebombing of Dresden, Billy Pilgrim's 

odyssey through time reflects the mythic journey of our own fractured lives as 

we search for meaning in what we fear most. 

 

Catch 22 by Joseph Heller 

Set in Italy during World War II, this is the story of the incomparable, 

malingering bombardier, Yossarian, a hero who is furious because thousands of 

people he has never met are trying to kill him. But his real problem is not the 

enemy—it is his own army, which keeps increasing the number of missions the 

men must fly to complete their service. Yet if Yossarian makes any attempt to 

excuse himself from the perilous missions he’s assigned, he’ll be in violation of 

Catch-22, a hilariously sinister bureaucratic rule: a man is considered insane if 

he willingly continues to fly dangerous combat missions, but if he makes a formal request to 

be removed from duty, he is proven sane and therefore ineligible to be relieved. 

 

Beloved by Toni Morrison 

Sethe was born a slave and escaped to Ohio, but eighteen years later she is still 

not free. She has borne the unthinkable and not gone mad, yet she is still held 

captive by memories of Sweet Home, the beautiful farm where so many hideous 

things happened. Meanwhile Sethe’s house has long been troubled by the 

angry, destructive ghost of her baby, who died nameless and whose tombstone 

is engraved with a single word: Beloved. 

 

Dracula by Bram Stoker 

When Jonathan Harker visits Transylvania to help Count Dracula with the 

purchase of a London house, he makes a series of horrific discoveries about his 

client. Soon afterwards, various bizarre incidents unfold in England: an 

apparently unmanned ship is wrecked off the coast of Whitby; a young woman 

discovers strange puncture marks on her neck; and the inmate of a lunatic 

asylum raves about the 'Master' and his imminent arrival. 
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Vanity Fair by William Makepeace Thackeray 

A novel that chronicles the lives of two women who could not be more 

different: Becky Sharp, an orphan whose only resources are her vast ambitions, 

her native wit, and her loose morals; and her schoolmate Amelia Sedley, a 

typically naive Victorian heroine, the pampered daughter of a wealthy family. 

 

 

Tess of the D’Urbervilles by Thomas Hardy 

When Tess Durbeyfield is driven by family poverty to claim kinship with the 

wealthy D'Urbervilles and seek a portion of their family fortune, meeting her 

'cousin' Alec proves to be her downfall. A very different man, Angel Clare, 

seems to offer her love and salvation, but Tess must choose whether to reveal 

her past or remain silent in the hope of a peaceful future. 

 

 

Little Women by Louise May Alcott 

Generations of readers young and old, male and female, have fallen in love with 

the March sisters of Louisa May Alcott’s most popular and enduring novel, Little 

Women. Here are talented tomboy and author-to-be Jo, tragically frail Beth, 

beautiful Meg, and romantic, spoiled Amy, united in their devotion to each 

other and their struggles to survive in New England during the Civil War. 

 

Hamlet by William Shakespeare 

In Shakespeare's verbally dazzling and eternally enigmatic exploration of 

conscience, madness and the nature of humanity, a young prince meets his 

father's ghost in the middle of the night, who accuses his own brother - now 

married to his widow - of murdering him. The prince devises a scheme to test 

the truth of the ghost's accusation, feigning wild insanity while plotting revenge. 

But his actions soon begin to wreak havoc on innocent and guilty alike. 

 

The Old man and the Sea by Ernest Hemingway 

Set in the Gulf Stream off the coast of Havana, Hemingway's magnificent fable 

is the tale of an old man, a young boy and a giant fish. This story of heroic 

endeavour won Hemingway the Nobel Prize for Literature. It stands as a unique 

and timeless vision of the beauty and grief of man's challenge to the elements. 

 



Mrs Bruton 2021 
 

The Time Travellers Wife by Audrey Nieffenegger 

A funny, often poignant tale of boy meets girl with a twist: what if one of them 

couldn't stop slipping in and out of time? Highly original and imaginative, this 

debut novel raises questions about life, love, and the effects of time on 

relationships. The Time Traveller’s Wife depicts the effects of time travel on 

Henry and Clare’s marriage and their passionate love for each other as the story 

unfolds from both points of view. 

 

David Copperfield by Charles Dickens 

David Copperfield is the story of a young man's adventures on his journey from 

an unhappy and impoverished childhood to the discovery of his vocation as a 

successful novelist.  

 

 

Moby Dick by Herman Melville 

Moby-Dick is the story of an eerily compelling madman pursuing an unholy war 

against a creature as vast and dangerous and unknowable as the sea itself. But 

more than just a novel of adventure, more than an encyclopaedia of whaling 

lore and legend, the book can be seen as part of its author's lifelong 

meditation on America.  

 

The Count of Monte Cristo by Alexandre Dumas 

Thrown in prison for a crime he has not committed, Edmond Dantes is confined 

to the grim fortress of If. There he learns of a great hoard of treasure hidden on 

the Isle of Monte Cristo and he becomes determined not only to escape, but 

also to unearth the treasure and use it to plot the destruction of the three men 

responsible for his incarceration. 

 

I Know Why the Caged Bird Sings by Maya Angelou 

Maya Angelou’s debut memoir is a modern American classic beloved 

worldwide. Here is a book as joyous and painful, as mysterious and memorable, 

as childhood itself. I Know Why the Caged Bird Sings captures the longing of 

lonely children, the brute insult of bigotry, and the wonder of words that can 

make the world right. 
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Call Me By Your name by Andre Aciman 

Call Me by Your Name is the story of a sudden and powerful romance that 

blossoms between an adolescent boy and a summer guest at his parents' cliff-

side mansion on the Italian Riviera. Unprepared for the consequences of their 

attraction, at first each feigns indifference. But during the restless summer 

weeks that follow, unrelenting buried currents of obsession and fear, fascination 

and desire, intensify their passion as they test the charged ground between 

them.  

 

Watership Down by Richard Adams 

A group of hardy Berkshire rabbits share many adventures together as they 

search for a safe place to establish a new warren after the destruction of their 

community. 

 

 

Pride and Prejudice by Jane Austen 

This classic story about eighteenth-century England features a glamorous, proud 

hero and a dashing, prejudiced heroine whose worth is slowly discovered. 

 

 

 

One Flew Over the Cuckoo’s Nest by Ken Kesey 

Tyrannical Nurse Ratched rules her ward in an Oregon State mental hospital with 

a strict and unbending routine, unopposed by her patients, who remain cowed 

by mind-numbing medication and the threat of electric shock therapy. But her 

regime is disrupted by the arrival of McMurphy – the swaggering, fun-loving 

trickster with a devilish grin who resolves to oppose her rules on behalf of his 

fellow inmates.  

 

The Adventures of Sherlock Holmes by Arthur Conan Doyle 

The Adventures of Sherlock Holmes is the series of short stories that made the 

fortunes of the Strand magazine, in which they were first published, and won 

immense popularity for Sherlock Holmes and Dr Watson. Although Holmes 

gained a reputation for infallibility, Conan Doyle showed his own realism and 

feminism by having the great detective defeated by Irene Adler - the woman - in 

the very first story, 'A Scandal in Bohemia'. 
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A Farewell to Arms by Ernest Hemingway 

A Farewell to Arms is the unforgettable story of an American ambulance driver 

on the Italian front and his passion for a beautiful English nurse. Set against the 

looming horrors of the battlefield - the weary, demoralized men marching in the 

rain during the German attack on Caporetto; the profound struggle between 

loyalty and desertion—this gripping, semiautobiographical work captures the 

harsh realities of war and the pain of lovers caught in its inexorable sweep. 

 

The Invisible Man by H.G. Wells 

This masterpiece of science fiction is the fascinating story of Griffin, a scientist 

who creates a serum to render himself invisible, and his descent into madness 

that follows. 

 

 

Romeo and Juliet by William Shakespeare 

In Romeo and Juliet, Shakespeare creates a violent world, in which two young 

people fall in love. It is not simply that their families disapprove; the Montagues 

and the Capulets are engaged in a blood feud. In this death-filled setting, the 

movement from love at first sight to the lovers’ final union in death seems 

almost inevitable. 

 

20,000 Leagues Under the Sea by Jules Verne 

When an unidentified “monster” threatens international shipping, French 

oceanographer Pierre Aronnax and his unflappable assistant Conseil join an 

expedition organized by the US Navy to hunt down and destroy the menace. 

After months of fruitless searching, they finally grapple with their quarry, but 

Aronnax, Conseil, and the brash Canadian harpooner Ned Land are thrown 

overboard in the attack, only to find that the “monster” is actually a futuristic 

submarine, the Nautilus, commanded by a shadowy, mystical, preternaturally imposing man 

who calls himself Captain Nemo. Thus begins a journey of 20,000 leagues—nearly 50,000 

miles—that will take Captain Nemo, his crew, and these three adventurers on a journey of 

discovery through undersea forests, coral graveyards, miles-deep trenches, and even the 

sunken ruins of Atlantis.  
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The Kite Runner by Khaled Hosseini 

The unforgettable, heart-breaking story of the unlikely friendship between a 

wealthy boy and the son of his father’s servant. It is about the power of 

reading, the price of betrayal, and the possibility of redemption; and an 

exploration of the power of fathers over sons—their love, their sacrifices, 

their lies. 

 

Forever by Judy Blume 

Katherine and Michael meet at a New Year's Eve party. They're attracted to 

each other, they grow to love each other. And once they've decided their 

love is forever, they make love. 

It's the beginning of an intense and exclusive relationship, with a future all 

planned. Until Katherine's parents insist that she and Michael put their love 

to the test with a summer apart... 

 

Forever is written for an older age group than Judy Blume's other novels for children. It 

caused a storm of controversy when it was first published because of its explicit content. 

 

 

 

 

 


